
A PRI L UPDATE
Term: Spring 2020                               

CIAO!

 Hello! I hope everybody is doing 

well. April felt  like it  came and went 

so quickly. During this past month 

many of our plants in the backyard 

bloomed. It  was a nice reminder that 

God was st ill providing growth and 

life despite the pandemic. The wild 

tulip pictured above appeared in our 

garden this season. We were happy 

to find it  because the tulip fest ival 

had to be canceled this year. Last 

spring we enjoyed wandering 

through the tulip fields picking 

flowers; it  was a shame we had to 

miss it  this year. The theme of April 

has been to be thankful for the lit t le 

things and I think my team and I have 

done a pretty good job of that so far.

(My flowers in the garden) 

ITALIAN CHURCH 
HAPPENINGS

BIBLE LESSONS

KEY DATES                          NOTES 

In April, the women of the Italian 

churches have been meeting once 

(sometimes twice) a week on Zoom 

to have small devot ionals. There is 

usually a devot ional talk, prayer, a 

video or two of people singing 

worship songs, and afterwards a 

period to talk with one another. 

Former Italian missionaries have 

also joined these calls and it  has 

been a great t ime of encouragement 

and fellowship between the church 

members spread throughout the 

country, as well as those no longer 

living in Italy. 

We have been doing virtual lessons 

for about a month and a half now. I'm 

finally hit t ing a groove, and as long 

as the internet connect ion is good, 

the lessons run smoothly. Many of 

my students, especially those living 

by themselves, are very thankful for 

our lesson t ime. It  provides a break 

from the mundane household 

act ivit ies and an opportunity to talk 

with someone about life. During the 

past two months encouragement has 

become a big part  of my ministry. I'm 

glad to help in any way I am able, 

even if it 's just a simple phone call. 

May 1 - Labor Day

May 7 - My birthday :)

May 10 - Mother's Day

Jun 2 - Republic Day (This day 

celebrates Italy's decision in 1946 to 

abolish the monarchy to form a 

Republic)

In Italy, the schools are projected to 

be open in September. That  is not  for 

certain so we shall wait  and see. 

Hopefully by then the students will be 

able to return to the Bible School and I 

will be able to have lessons in person 

again. 

AVAN TI  ITALIA



MORE UPDATES

The COVID-19 situat ion is 

cont inuing to improve here. As of 

May 4,  we are able to go on walks 

and exercise in areas outside of our 

immediate residency. More 

restaurants are opening for delivery 

or pick-up only. In addit ion, people 

are  slowly start ing to return to their 

jobs. Masks are required when 

leaving the house and stores are 

limit ing the number of customers 

who can enter so distance can be 

maintained between people. 

While life hasn't  completely 

returned to normal, it  is nice to be 

able to move around Scandicci again. 

I have taken a few walks and have 

gotten a couple of pastries from my 

favorite cafe. I have missed these 

act ivit ies over the past two months. 

Hopefully with more people out and 

more stores opening, everyone will 

cont inue to take precaut ions to stay 

healthy. If the situat ion is improving, 

more  shops, parks, and other areas 

will open within the next few weeks. 

Meanwhile we cont inue with life as 

best we can and hope for the best. 

(My new flowers from the garden 

store.)

LIFE IN ITALY

PRAYERS

Pray for Italy and the health of 

individuals here, as well as our team.

Pray that  we cont inue to grow in our 

relat ionships w/  our students and our 

studies w/  them cont inue to go well. 

Pray that  we are able to find a healthy 

balance between work and rest .

Pray for those who have lost  love ones 

and w/  family in poor health.

Pray that  as more stores and 

workplaces reopen people cont inue 

to stay safe and healthy.

Pray for the directors and that  they 

cont inue to lead this program well. 

Top Lef t : George! and me, but mostly George!

Top Right : George depicting the usual afternoon: relaxing picnics and 
taking in some sun in the backyard. 

Bot t om  Lef t : Backyard garden - We are currently growing tomatoes, 
peppers, zucchini, and cucumbers.

Bot t om  Right : Birthday celebration with cake and gelato!
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