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CIAO!

 Greet ings! I hope everyone is doing 

well. With the blessing of 

technology, I have been staying busy 

preparing virtual lessons, writ ing 

reflect ions on those lessons, and 

taking care of various chores around 

the school. In my free t ime, I am 

keeping in touch with my friends 

here and in the United States, 

reading, spending t ime outside, 

growing plants, and trying my best to 

pract ice my clarinet. Overall, I am 

thankful to say I am doing well 

despite the current world situat ion. I 

know not all are able to say that, so I 

t ruly am very thankful. I will 

appreciate being able to meet with 

students in person, going to band 

pract ice, and so much more after all 

this is over. 

ITALIAN CULTURE BIBLE LESSONS

KEY DATES                          NOTES 

As many of you have seen on the 

internet, Italians have flocked to the 

balconies to spread musical joy 

during this hard t ime. In the 

beginning of March there were 

scheduled flash mobs in the 

evenings. People would play 

instruments or music from their 

phones on their balconies. I 

part icipated a couple of t imes with 

my clarinet; it  was a lot  of fun. It  was 

also really fun seeing the videos the 

members of the Scandicci band 

posted. It  was a good way to build 

community and stay posit ive. 

This month we started virtual 

lessons. While this new method of 

teaching is frustrat ing and 

exhaust ing at t imes, I am really glad 

to be able to see my students. For 

many of them, the lessons provide 

something to do besides deep clean 

the kitchen for the tenth t ime. It  is 

encouraging to see the students 

come prepared and ready to engage 

in the material for the hour. Overall, 

virtual lessons are going fairly well, 

but I cannot wait  to meet in person 

again, and my students feel the 

same. 

April 12 - Easter

April 13 - Pasquet ta (Lit t le Easter 

meant  to be spent  with friends. Many 

have picnics outside.)

May 1 - Labor Day

May 7 - My birthday :)

This newslet ter is brought  to you by 

coffee. 



MORE UPDATES

The situat ion in Italy is slowly 

improving. That being said, the 

government is st ill instruct ing 

everyone to stay inside and only 

leave for necessit ies. Thankfully 

everyone  on my team is in good 

health and making the most of this 

lockdown period. We are finding 

things to do in our free t ime and 

spending a lot  of t ime in the 

backyard. Some of us are growing 

plants and they have been a great 

reminder of the life and beauty God 

provides each day. Because I have 

been spending so much t ime in the 

garden, I have gotten to know my 

neighbors better. I have part icularly 

enjoyed my conversat ions with a 

man named Roberto. He enjoys 

talking about plants and is very 

proud of what he is growing on his 

balcony. Roberto has been a great 

person to get to know and I am 

thankful for the opportunity to do 

so. I have also called Rosa, the school 

cook, several t imes and I am happy 

she and her husband are doing well. 

While this virus has created hard 

and difficult  t imes, it  is important to 

stay posit ive and remember the 

small things for which we are 

grateful. 

LIFE IN ITALY

PRAYERS

Pray for Italy and the health of 

individuals here, as well as our team.

Pray for our cook, Rosa, and her 

family that  they stay healthy 

Pray that  we cont inue to grow in our 

relat ionships w/  our students and our 

studies w/  them cont inue to go well. 

Pray that  we are able to find a healthy 

balance between work and rest

Pray for the new workers that  they 

cont inue to learn the language and 

adapt  to living in a new place 

Pray for those who have lost  love ones 

and w/  family in poor health

Top Lef t : Playing cornhole in the backyard. The weather (with the 
exception of one unusually cold week) has been fairly nice, with highs

in the 60s and 70s.

Top Right : Art lesson with the directors' daughter, Adelena. We tried 
our hand at abstract art, drawing our inspiration from Piet Mondrian.

Bot t om  Lef t : My student, Elena, and me after one of our lessons 
before the lockdown. I really enjoy teaching her. She is an 
encouragement and a great friend. 

Bot t om  Right : More cornhole! 

(The cat in the bottom left is the neighbors' cat who visits from time 
to time. She is very friendly and we have named her Tiger Lily.)
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