
JA N  A N D FEB UPDATE
AVAN TI  ITALIA

Term: Spring 2020                               (Caleb, Kailey, Joey, Joy, me,  and Rosa making handmade pasta)

CIAO!

 Hello everyone! I hope you all are 

doing well. This past January we 

added three new teachers to the 

Avanti Italia team! Kailey, Joey, and 

Joy have been attending language 

school for about a month now and it  

has been fun to see them progress in 

the language. It  took a week or two 

to get used to having more people in 

the building, but it  has been a nice 

change having more people to help 

with various chores and to spend 

t ime with during down t ime. The 

weather has been 

uncharacterist ically warm here 

during February and many of the 

plants are already start ing to bloom. 

It  has been nice to get out of the 

school and take a walk with students 

and friends. 

ITALIAN CULTURE BIBLE LESSONS

KEY DATES                          NOTES 

January 6 was an Italian holiday 

known as La Befana. Similar to our 

stocking tradit ion during Christmas, 

a witch comes and fills children's 

stockings with candy and small gifts. 

The band traveled around Scandicci 

playing at various locat ions 

throughout the community for this 

holiday and it  was a lot  of fun. 

February 23 the band did a small 

parade in the center of Scandicci for 

Carnevale. The band and others 

present dressed up in costumes and 

masks, lots of confett i was thrown, 

and many tradit ional desserts were 

eaten. 

The spring semester began the third 

week of January and after winter 

break it  has been really nice to see 

my students again. The studies are 

going well and some of my more 

closed off students are start ing to 

open up during lessons which is 

excit ing. I have 12 class periods with 

a total of around 15 students.  I am 

studying everything from stories 

from Genesis to parables from Luke 

and wisdom from James. The 

customizat ion of each lesson helps 

to keep everyone interested in what 

they are studying and to get the 

most out of each lesson. 

April 12 - Easter

End of April - Band Concert

May 1 - Labor Day

End of May - End of Spring Semester

The gelateria near the school is open 

again which means frozen happiness 

can be bought  once more. The owners 

said they missed seeing me and the 

other Americans  at  the school during 

the months they were closed. These 

type of connect ions always warm my 

heart .



Top Left: Jan 6 performance with the Scandicci band. Some of the members 
dressed up as befana witches and gave candy to the children.

Top Right: Jan 3 band performance. We played a variety of pieces from movie 
music to marches to a full house. Several of my students showed up to hear 
me play as well which made me happy.

Bottom Left: I attended a Futurism art exhibit with my friend, Deborah and her 
mom, Julie. They both attend the church in Florence and play in the Scandicci 
band. 

Bottom Right: One of my students, Elena, invited me to go ice skating with her 
and two of her friends. While it was a bit warm for the ice to be in the best of 
conditions it was still a lovely afternoon. A week later a different student 
invited me to go to the same rink; it was very popular this winter. 

MORE UPDATES

As many of you are aware, the 

corona virus has reached Italy, 

among other places. First  and most 

important ly, everyone here is in 

good health and there are not as 

many cases in Tuscany (central Italy) 

as there are in the northern region of 

the country. Schools (and select 

public spaces) have been closed unt il 

April 3rd as a precaut ion and 

therefore the Bible school will be as 

well. Next week we will look into 

doing virtual lessons with students 

who are able. We are priorit izing 

pract icing good sanitat ion habits in 

order to help keep our team 

members healthy as well as those in 

our community.  Hopefully we will be 

able to cont inue lessons as normal 

after this period. Grocery stores, 

banks, and other important stores 

are st ill open so we are able to get 

supplies as needed. I plan to use this 

period to plan lessons, get caught up 

on work, and enjoy some much 

needed rest and personal t ime. If you 

have any addit ional quest ions or 

concerns regarding this situat ion 

feel free to send me an email. In 

review we are healthy, God is good 

and we're going to just wait  this out 

and see what happens. 

LIFE IN ITALY

PRAYERS

                     

Pray for Italy and the health of 

individuals here, as well as our team.

Pray for our cook, Rosa, and her 

family that  they stay healthy 

Pray that  we cont inue to grow in our 

relat ionships with our students and 

our studies with them cont inue to go 

well. 

Pray that  we are able to find a healthy 

balance between work and rest

Pray for the new workers that  they 

cont inue to learn the language and 

adapt  to living in a new place 
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