
Samuel

Name of God



The boy Samuel was ministering (ְמָׁשֵרת)

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord before Eli and the word of the Lord was rare in 

those days. There were no visions breaking through. (3:1)

3:3 - What did you think of the encounter with Samuel hearing the voice of God?



Biblical idioms

3:11 - See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears about it 

tingle.

Hear dreadful news or quiver in terror

3:19 - The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground.

Do not let any words be undone or unfulfilled



Samuel the prophet

3:19 - Lord was with Samuel as he grew up 

Same phrase was used with Ishmael (Gen. 19:20)

3:20 - All Israel recognized Samuel as a prophet.

3:21 The Lord continued to appear in Shiloh and appeared to Samuel through his word.

3:1 The word of the Lord was rare in those days - there were not many visions. 

word of the Lord - ְדַבר יְהָוה



Israel returns to the Lord

3:1- If you are really returning, get rid of the foreign gods.  (Joshua 24:14)

3:5 - Samuel assembled the people at Mizpah

Drew water and poured it out before the Lord. (ritual purification?)

Fasted

Confessed



Samuel as Judge

Like the Judges, this included military responsibilities

Philistines attack

Samuel offers a sacrifice to God - called out on Israel’s behalf.

God answered - with thunder. (7:10)

Ebenezer - stone of help  - thus far the Lord has helped us



Peace

During Samuel’s lifetime, God’s hand was against the Philistines (idiom).

Samuel was Israel’s leader all the days of his life.

He traveled throughout Israel as Judge.



Samuel’s sons

Appointed his son’s as Israel’s leaders.

They went after dishonest gain

Accepted bribes

Perverted Justice



Israel wanted a king

Wanted to be like the nations around them.

God told Samuel - They are not rejecting you, they are rejecting me AS THEIR KING. (8:7)

They are acting like they always have - forsaking God and serving other gods.



What does it mean to have a king

He will make your sons serve in his chariots.

They will serve as commanders

Others will work the fields or make weapons

He will make your daughters be perfumers, cooks, and bakers.

He will take the best of your fields. 

He will take a your grain, cattle, and servants. 



Read 1 Samuel 9-11


