
1 Samuel
2: 12-36 and

4:1-7:2



Proverbs 22:6

Train up a child in the way he should go, 

and even when he is old he will not depart from it.

ַלַנַערֲחֹנְך -ַעל , י ַדְרּכֹופִּ -- יַגם ּכִּ ין- -לֹא ,ַיְזקִּ ָנהָיסּור מֶּ מִּ .

ַדְרּכֹו - his way

Raise up a child according to HIS WAY

And when they are older, they will not depart from it.



1 Sam. 2:12-36
Eli’s sons were scoundrels!!!!!

Why? - no regard for the Lord (sin was great in the Lord’s sight)

-only took raw meat

- use force to get their wishes

- slept with women that served at the entrance

V. 18 - An insult to Eli’s sons.

Eli heard about everything his sons were doing.

-



Eli’s Response
I hear from the people about your sin.

The report is not good.

Where is Eli?        He should know.

If you sin against another, God can mediate. 

If you sin against God, who will mediate?



They did not listen
V. 24 - It was the Lord’s will to put them to death. 

This is a scary statement.

Sinned against God

Refused the advice of their father.

Would not turn away from their sin.



Prophet 
A man of God came to Eli

You were selected to be my priest.

V. 29 - why do you honor your sons more than me

Although good will be done to Israel, no one in your family line will reach old age.

Your sons will die on the same day.



Chap 4-7
Battles with the Philistines - Lost - Why?

Leaders asked why, then created a plan to take the ark to battle in order to win.

Who is leading?

V. 11 - Ark is captured and Eli’s two sons were killed.

V. 18 - Eli hears the news of the ark, broke his neck, and died. “He had led Israel forty 

years.”



Ark with the Philistines
When the Ark was brought to battle - Philistines were afraid 

Every nation worshipped a principle deity

When one nation defeated another, that meant their God was victorious

P. 77

The Philistines quickly realized that the God of Israel had power.

2:10 - those who oppose the Lord will be broken - Hannah.



Move the Ark
Philistines moved the ark from Ashdon to Gath

Then to Ekron - people of Ekron refused the Ark

They decided to send it back - with a GUILT OFFERING (6:3) and give him glory (v. 5)

The ark of the Lord did not need a mighty warrior for rescue. 

As Hannah declared, God can raise up and he can lower.



Israelites reception of the Ark
Beth Shemesh - house of the sun 

- made burnt offering to God with the cart and cows

- seventy Israelites looked in the ark and died

God as the Father of Israel appears to be raising children 

- Same struggles as we have with our children


