


Non-denominational 
Christianity
• Christians only
• 1 Corinthians 1:10-17



The Appeal 1 Corinthians 1:10

• All of you agree with one another
• No divisions among you
• Perfectly united in mind & thought



The Problem 1 Corinthians 1:11-12

• Report from Chloe’s house
• There are quarrels among you
• What I mean is this…



The Examples 1 Corinthians 1:12

• I follow Paul
• I follow Apollos
• I follow Cephas
• I follow Christ
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Body of Christ



The Causes 1 Corinthians 1:12

• Pleasing personalities
• Mutual interests
• Power hungry leaders
• Misplaced priorities



Today’s Causes 1 Corinthians 1:12

• All the above
• Socio-economic similarities
• Denominational structures
• Tradition





The Solution 1 Corinthians 1:12

• Is Christ divided?
• Was Paul crucified for you?
• Were you baptized in Paul’s name?

JESUS



Restoration Movement Slogans
• Speak where the Bible speaks, be 

silent where the Bible is silent.

• In matters of faith, unity; in matters of
opinion, freedom; in all matters, love.

• Christians only, but not the only 
Christians.



Restoration Movement Slogans
“Christians only….”



The Last Will and 
Testament of the 
Springfield Presbytery

June 28, 1804
Barton W. Stone



“The Presbytery of Springfield sitting at Cane Ridge, 
in the county of Bourbon, being, through a gracious 
Providence, in more than ordinarily bodily health, 
growing in strength and size daily; and in perfect 
soundness and composure of mind; but knowing that 
it is appointed for all delegated bodies once to die; 
and considering that the life of every such body is 
uncertain, do make and ordain this our last Will and 
Testament. . .”



“We will, that this body die, be dissolved,                              
and sink into union with the Body of Christ at large;                 
for there is but one body, and one Spirit, 
even as we are called in one hope of our calling.”



“We will that our name of distinction, with its 
Reverend title, be forgotten, 
that there be but one Lord over God’s heritage,                                  
and his name one.



“We will, that our power of making laws for the 
government of the church, and executing them by 
delegated authority, forever cease; that the people 
may have free course to the Bible, and adopt the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.



“We will, that the church of Christ resume her native 
right of internal government, -- try her candidates for 
the ministry, as to their soundness of faith, 
acquaintance with experimental religion, gravity, and 
aptness to teach; and admit no other no other proof 
of their authority but Christ speaking in them. . .”



“We will, that each particular church, as a body, 
actuated by the same Spirit, choose her own 
preacher, and support him by a free-will offering, 
without a written call or subscription – admit 
members – remove offenses, and never henceforth 
delegate her right of government to any man or set 
of men whatever.”



“We will, that the people henceforth take the Bible as 
the only sure guide to heaven; and as many are 
offended with other books, which stand in 
competition with it, may cast them into the fire if 
they choose; for it is better to enter life having one 
book, than having many to be cast into hell.”



“We will, that preachers and people cultivate a spirit 
of mutual forbearance; pray more and dispute less; 
and while they behold the signs of the times, look up, 
and confidently expect that redemption  draweth
nigh.”



“We will, that our weak brethren, who may have 
been wishing to make the Presbytery of Springfield 
their king, and wot not what is now become of it, 
betake themselves to the Rock of Ages, and follow 
Jesus for the future.”



“We will, the Synod of Kentucky examine every 
member who may be suspected of having departed 
from the Confession of Faith, and suspend every such 
heretic immediately, in order that the oppressed may 
go free, and taste the sweets of Gospel liberty.”



“Finally we will, that all our sister bodies read their 
Bibles carefully, that they may see their fate there 
determined, and prepare for death before it is too 
late.”
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Christians Only



Restoration Movement Slogans
“… but not the only Christians.”



Are the “Church of Christ” the 
only ones going to heaven?

Yes and No…
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The Body of Christ

No!
If you mean

“Church of Christ”
in a

denominational 
sense.



The Body of Christ

Yes!
If you mean

“Church of Christ”
in a

universal
sense.



Alexander Campbell
• editor of The 

Millennial Harbinger
• (Postmillennial)

The Lunenburg Letters
1837-1840



We would, indeed, have no objections to co-operate 
in these matters with all Christians, and raise 
contributions for all such purposes as, in our 
judgment, are promotive of the Divine glory or of 
human happiness, whether or not they belong to our 
churches: for we find in all Protestant parties 
Christians as exemplary as ourselves according to 
their and our relative knowledge and opportunities.



Response
“Dear brother Campbell – I was much surprised 
today, while reading the Harbinger, to see that you 
recognize the Protestant parties as Christian. . .”



Response
“In reply to the conscientious sister, I observe, that if 
there be no Christians in the Protestant sects, there 
are certainly none among the Romanists, none 
among the Jews, Turks, Pagans; and therefore no 
Christians in the world except ourselves. . .”



Response
“Therefore, for many centuries there has been no 
church of Christ, no Christians in the world; and the 
promises concerning the everlasting kingdom of 
Messiah have failed, and the gates of hell have 
prevailed against his church! This cannot be; and 
therefore there are Christians among the sects.”



Response 
“And hence it is possible for Christians to be 
imperfect in some respects without an absolute 
forfeiture of the Christian state and character.  Paul 
speaks of ‘carnal’ Christians, of ‘weak’ and ‘strong’ 
Christians; and the Lord Jesus admits that some of 
the good and honest-hearted bring forth only thirty 
fold, while others bring forth sixty, and some a 
hundred fold increase in the fruit of righteousness.”



Response
“Should I find a Pedobaptist more intelligent in the 
Christian Scriptures, more spiritually-minded and 
more devoted to the Lord than a Baptist, or one 
immersed on a profession of the ancient faith, I could 
not hesitate a moment in giving the preference of my 
heart to him that loveth most. Did I act otherwise, I 
would be a pure sectarian, a Pharisee among 
Christians.”



Response
“And should I see a sectarian Baptist or a Pedobaptist more 
spiritually-minded, more generally conformed to the 
requisitions of the Messiah, than one who precisely 
acquiesces with me in theory or practice of immersion as I 
teach, doubtless the former rather than the latter, would 
have my cordial approbation and love as a Christian. So I 
judge, and so I feel. It is the image of Christ the Christian looks 
for and loves; and this does not consist in being exact in a few items, 
but in general devotion to the whole truth as far as known.”



Romans 2:25-26
Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if 
you break the law, you have become as though you 
had not been circumcised. If those who are not 
circumcised keep the law's requirements, will they 
not be regarded as though they were circumcised? 



Romans 2:27-29
The one who is not circumcised physically and yet 
obeys the law will condemn you who, even though 
you have the written code and circumcision, are a 
lawbreaker. A man is not a Jew if he is only one 
outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and 
physical. No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and 
circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the 
Spirit, not by the written code. Such a man's praise is 
not from men, but from God. 



N. B. Hardeman, Ryman Auditorium, 1922



Hardeman’s Tabernacle Sermons
“I do not claim, and have never done so,that those 
who have taken no stand with denominations are the 
only Christians upon the earth; but here is the 
contention: Having simply believed and obeyed the 
gospel, we propose to be Christians only.”

Volume 2; page 253; 1923



Hardeman’s Tabernacle Sermons
“Now, there is a wonderful difference between saying 
that we claim to be Christians only and that we claim 
to be the only Christians.”

Volume 2; page 253; 1923



Hardeman’s Tabernacle Sermons
“I have never been so egotistical as to say that my 
brethren with whom I commune on the first day of 
the week are the only Christians on this earth. I never 
said that in my life. I do make the claim that we are 
Christians only. But there is a vast difference between 
that expression and the one formerly made.”

Volume 3; page 125; 1928



A parable of Jesus – the weeds
Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of 
heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his 
field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went 
away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, 
then the weeds also appeared. 

Matthew 13:24-26



A parable of Jesus – the weeds
"The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, 
didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then 
did the weeds come from?'                                                           
" 'An enemy did this,' he replied.            
"The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and 
pull them up?’ 

Matthew 13:27-28



A parable of Jesus – the weeds
" 'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling 
the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let 
both grow together until the harvest. At that time I 
will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie 
them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat 
and bring it into my barn.’ “ 

Matthew 13:29-30



Restoration Movement Slogans
“Christians only, but not the only 
Christians.”




