
Our Lafayette Family Prayer List 
Mikki Kiefer was transferred to Mercy Rehab Hospital. No visitors. 
Pat Beach is recovering from surgery at Missouri Baptist. No visitors. 
Judy Cooper recovering from back surgery. 
Laura Glatthaar faces additional surgery after another collapsed vertebra. 
Steve Velloff is experiencing pain in his foot. 
 
Our College Student Prayer List Notify the church office with updates. 
Harding: Eli Andrews, Renee Aston, Rochelle Aston, Michalie Brown, Grant 
Buehrer, Ashley Dolan, Nathan Enix, Jessie Gatlin, Tyler Johnson, Lindsey 
Keim, Logan Keim, Jordan Noyes, Laura Portwood, Dane Roper, Dylan 
Roper, Caleb Uebelein, Luke Uebelein; Jefferson College: Danielle Simmons; 
Lipscomb: Kendall Malcolm, Lizzy Smith; Maryville: Hannah Lallathin, Lynda 
Oppong; Missouri Baptist: Jacob Pudiwitr; Oklahoma Christian: Kate 
Portwood; St. Louis Community College: Anna Crawford, Jordan Roland, Emma 
Schwada, Emily Shepherd, Audrey Smith, Rachel Uebelein; Truman: Ben 
Smith, Brendan Wren; UMSL: Erin Williams; Wheaton: Lindsey Weinrich. 
 
Our Homebound/Nursing Home Prayer List 
Tress Sydnor, room 226, Velma Barfield (Pat Beach ’s mother) room 128 
(Delmar Gardens On the Green), Judy Cooper (home), William Broderick, (Deb 
Copeland’s father) room 227, Dorothy Budde room 317, Sue Henry, (Solana West 
Co. Assisted Living), Fern Lorraine Orme (Hallmark of Creve Coeur Assisted 
Living, Apt. #503), Calvin Uhls room 338 (Delmar Gardens on the Green),  
 
Our Friends and Family Prayer List please provide updates to the church office. 
Fred Rush (Bob Clark’s brother-in-law) is in hospice care. 
Eric Stone ( Lisa Gray’s brother) is in hospice care. 
Jennifer Bartel (Jeanne Zin’s daughter & Diane Weber’s daughter-in-law) has 
been diagnosed with breast cancer. 
 
Our World-wide Servants Prayer List 
New Zealand: Kelsey Taylor  China: Bonnie Enix  
 
Our Coming Events 
January 18 ......... New sermon series launches: The Subversive Kingdom (Mark) 
January 18 ......... Connect Group leaders meet for lunch and group selection 
January 19 ......... Church offices closed 
January 24 ......... LCP Open House 10:00am—12:00pm 
February 7 ......... Superset breakfast at The Hearth 9:00am  
February 13........ Superset Valentine’s luncheon at the Glenn’s house 
February 19-21 .. National Urban Ministry Conference 
February 20........ Lafayette Children’s Ministry movie night 7:30pm 

February 20-22 .. teenEPIC trip to Winterfest in Gatlinburg, TN 

Our Contact Information 
Lafayette Church of Christ 
115 New Ballwin Road 
Ballwin, MO 63021 
phone: 636.391.6697 
 
office.lafayettechurch@gmail.com 
lafayettechurch.org 
 
 

Lafayette Christian Preschool 

Anna Weaver, Director 
phone: 636.230.9726 
lafayettechristianpreschool.com 
preschool@primary.net 

 

Our Gathering 
Sunday mornings 
9:00am  Worship Gathering 
10:30am  Bible Classes 
 
Wednesday evenings 
7:00pm Bible Classes & teenEPIC 
 
 

Our Shepherds 
Les Keim 
Greg Malcolm 
Jackie Roland 
Jim Zeller  

 
 

Our Ministry Staff 
Mike Brown, Youth Minister 
mike.lafayettechurch@gmail.com 
teenepic.org 
Bob Clark, Preaching Minister 
bobtheclark@gmail.com 
acceptableoffering.com 
Becki Pulley, Church Secretary 
becki.lafayettechurch@gmail.com 
 

Our Stats, January 11 
Attendance: Worship 199  Class n/a 
Contribution: $6,959 Budget: $8,300 
2014 Avg. Weekly Contribution: $7,293 
Ghana Missions for Dec. $2,538 

January 18, 2015 

Singing ......................................................................................... Alan Shepherd 
When we sing from our hearts and minds we praise God and encourage each other. 
 

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High* 
Shout To the Lord* 
 

Shepherd’s Welcome .................................................................. Jackie Roland 
We welcome and accept one another as Jesus welcomes and accepts each of us.  

 

How Great Is Our God* 
Wonderful, Merciful Savior* 
 

Communion* and Offering ................................................. Samuel Anderson 
All followers of Jesus are encouraged to participate as we remember and proclaim the body 
and blood of Jesus in the Lord’s Supper. 

 *Gluten free bread available in the kitchen. 
 

Glorify* 
I will Rise* 
Spirit of the Living God* 

 
Scripture Reading:  Mark 1:1-20 .................................................... Greg Keifer 
We invite God to shape us as we listen attentively to God’s Word. 
 

Sermon: In the Beginning ................................................................... Bob Clark 
Preaching is a time of worship: God is revealed and we respond with our hearts and lives. 
 

Prayer with the Lafayette shepherds  ............................... in the prayer room 
To pray with Lafayette shepherds, the ushers can direct you to the prayer room. 
 

Here Is My Heart, Lord* 
 
You Never Let Go* 
 
 

Nursery .............................................................. Carol Haynes and Diane Weber 
The Lafayette nursery welcomes children up to their third birthday. Children are to be picked 
up immediately after the worship gathering or Bible class time. 
 
 

*Song sheets available at the Welcome Center 
 

 



 

Gnats, Camels, and the Mercy of God 

 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

Mathew 5:17 

Mercy is equal parts forgiveness and compassion. Mercy is God’s chief attribute. Do a 
quick Google search of “the Lord is merciful,” and one reference after another will 
appear. Mercy is also God’s chief directive to us. He tells the prophet Hosea, “I desire 
mercy and not sacrifice” (Hosea 6:6). Try to imagine what life would be like without 
mercy! 

But mercy is fragile and is often a victim of over-zealous trivialities. Jesus once 
accused religious leaders of being so consumed by the little details of appearing to be 
religious that they missed the greater requirement of showing mercy. He painted a 
vivid picture when he said, “You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a 
camel” (Matt. 23:24). 

Mercy can also be a victim of un-tempered justice when the fury of the wounded victim 
unleashes a mean and heartless punishment that is out of proportion to the offence. 

But thankfully mercy is also indestructible. When the nations crumble and history’s last 
lights flicker, mercy will endure. Remember what Paul wrote about one of mercy’s 
main facets: love never ends. 

I once heard of a young seminarian who had a vision to start a spiritual retreat center 
in Europe. After graduation from seminary, his head swirling with visions of all that was 
about to come, he packed his bags and walked down the street to catch a train to the 
airport. He was one step from the doors of the train station when he looked down and 
saw an emaciated man lying in the gutter. And all he had to do to get to his dream was 
step over the man. But somehow he couldn’t do it. Instead he walked down the street, 
bought a portable stove, a bag of rice, and a bottle of water. And as the rice boiled, 
behold, a line formed. And with that a ministry to the homeless of Seoul, South Korea, 
was born. 

Mercy cannot step over broken people and move on down the road. Mercy cannot 
allow guilt to go on condemning. And from the way Jesus puts it, there’s a 
mathematical quality to mercy, so that when it is exercised, it expands exponentially. 
Those who practice mercy discover they are given even more to practice, and then 
more, and then more until the world is full of the glory of God. 
 
When do you find it hardest to act mercifully toward others? When do you most need 
for people to have mercy on you? Why must justice and mercy always be married to 
each other? What does justice look like when it is carried out with mercy?  
 
Merciful God,  
I am grateful that your mercy reaches out to me in my distress and forgives me in my 
sinfulness. This is a mystery to me. I have received such abundant kindness from you, 
yet I can be so stingy in passing it along to others. Forgive me, and set off an alarm 
bell in my mind when there is an opportunity to show mercy to another.  
Amen.  
 

— Dave Peterson 
 

Welcome Guests 
We extend a special welcome to our guests. We are glad you are with us! We hope 
your worship experience is meaningful—that you encounter God through the Table and 
Word and experience God’s love through interaction with God’s people. We welcome 
you to our gathering and invite you to join us as we scatter to reflect God this week. 

Lafayette Christian Preschool Open House Neighborhood interaction 

LCP will be having an open house this Saturday, January 24, 2015, from 10:00am-
12:00pm. Please stop by to help support our preschool and see what great things they 
are doing for the children in our neighborhood. If you wish to help or have any 
questions, see Anna Weaver. 
 

AWARE Tutoring Outreach opportunities 

Second semester tutoring at North City begins on Thursday, January 29. Volunteers 
are still needed to help in the reading room, math room, and Bible story room.  An 
orientation session for new volunteers will be on January 22 at 5:30. Please contact 
Dan Roper if you are interested. 
 

Prayer Wall Spiritual  formation opportunity 

All Lafayette partners and guests are invited to participate in the prayer wall located in 
our foyer. First, please write your prayer request on the provided paper and put it on the 
wall.  Second, please pray for all the prayer requests that have been put on the prayer 
wall.  The  prayer wall will be in our foyer for the remainder of January and part of 
February.  
 

Prayer Group Spiritual  formation opportunity 
A prayer group is forming for people who have been touched by addiction (alcohol, 
drugs, etc.). If your life has been affected by a spouse, parent, child, sibling, or friend 
who struggle with addictions, this is a great opportunity to spend some time in prayer 
designed to help you grow through the experience. The prayer group will meet on 
Wednesday nights in January and February. For more information, contact Bob Clark.  
 

Wifi Update  

A new wifi network has been installed for the worship center and is being tested this 
week. If the network testing goes well, the wifi will be available to all next week.  
 

Thank You Note 
To my Lafayette family, I want to thank you for all of your support during the illness and 
death of my father. Your prayers, phone calls, texts, and words of comfort were 
appreciated more than you will know. The donation by the church to Christian Family 
Services is such a fitting way to honor my father, who we remember as a man known 
for helping those in need. We love our church family and thank God for your presence 
in our lives. Love, Joe Johnson 
 

Church Offices Closed 
The church offices will be closed tomorrow, January 19, 2015, in honor of Martin Luther 
King Day.  
 

Timothy Can Campaign Parachurch news 
Christian Family Services is kicking off the 29th Annual Timothy Can Campaign. Take 
home a can to fill before collection on June 21, 2015. Small change can make a big 
difference for CFS and the children they serve. 
 


