
Between Two Trees: 
revisiting the story of GOD

Our God’s Kingdom Clashes
Matthew 26:47-54

 

Prayer 

O Holy God, 

You are our Creator. 

You are our Re-creator. 

We are in awe of You. 

We honor You. 

We love You. 

We trust You. 

You kingdom come, 

Your will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

We pray in Jesus’s name, AMEN. 

Between Two Trees

• Creation • Tabernacle

• Fellowship broken • Prophets

• Call to bless • One of us

• Exodus/law • Kingdom comes

 

Help me out here… 

 The story of God, the world, 

and people unfolds between 

two____. 

 The first tree is located in 

____ 

 You read about the first tree 

in___ 

 The second tree is located in 

the new Jerusalem. 

 You read about the second 

tree in _____ 

 God created everything in 6 

days, then rested. 

 God saw everything created 

and said it was ______ 

o The humans rebelled, 

seeking their own 

knowledge and power 



over God’s will. 

o Before long, everything 

thing was evil. 

 God reset the world through 

the flood. 

o Creation – water over 

the face of the earth 

o Flood – water over the 

face of the earth 

 Humans repopulate the earth 

 God hears their cries 

 God rescues them from 

trouble 

 God calls a people to be 

God’s people to bless. 

o Humans refuse to listen 

and obey 

o Even when God sends 

prophet after prophet to 

call them back to being 

God’s people and being 

a blessing 

 God comes down and lives 

in a human body – Jesus. 

o I’m here. 

o I understand. 

o This is what it people 

were created to look 

like. 



o Jesus showed what God 

intended Adam and Eve 

to look like. 

o Jesus showed what 

heaven looks like, right 

on Earth. 

 Whereas Adam and Eve 

sinned when tempted; Jesus 

refused to succumb to 

temptation. 

 In Jesus, God’s kingdom 

arrives—he demonstrates 

what it means – Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

 Jesus demonstrates what it 

means to be a blessing to 

the nations. 

 This kingdom of God – 

where people live for God 

and others rather than self – 

clashes with the kingdom of 

the world where humans 

regularly choose self over 

God and others. 

o Where humans regularly 

draw lines and judge 

rather than reach out 

and love. 

o Where humans give 



people what they 

deserve and fight for 

what is theirs rather than 

showing mercy and 

grace. 

o And so the kingdoms 

clash. 

 

Who do you expect to win? 

Hey Judas

“While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the 
Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed 
with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests 
and the elders of the people” (Matthew 26:47).

 

Here they come! 

 With their swords and clubs 

they come to get Jesus. 

 Judas, the betrayer. 

 The police sent out by the 

chief priests and the elders. 

 Judas who wanted money 

more than what Jesus was 

teaching. 

 The deputies of the chief 

priests and elders who had 

enough of Jesus recognizing 

faith outside of Israel. 

 Enough of Jesus forgiving 

sinners like that woman 

caught in adultery. 

 Enough of Jesus greeting 

and loving outsiders. 

 Enough of Jesus bringing a 

fresh reading of scriptures 



that brought life and 

challenged tradition. 

 Enough of Jesus being 

outwardly focused to bless 

the nations. 

 Enough of Jesus and the 

kingdom of God that 

threatened the personal 

kingdoms of the scribes and 

elders. 

 Enough. 

So here they come with swords 

and clubs. 

Friend
“Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: 
‘The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.’ Going at once 
to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed 
him. Jesus replied, ‘Do what you came for, friend’” 
(Matthew 26:48-50).

 

Judas kisses Jesus, turning a 

sign of love and unity into an act 

betrayal. 

 Jesus greets his enemy, “Do 

what you came for, friend.” 

 Friend.  

 Friend? 

 

God in Handcuffs
“Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and 
arrested him” (Matthew 26:50).

 

The police don’t waste any 

time. 

 Jesus is arrested. 

o The creator of all. 

o The one who called 

Abraham. 

o The one who repeatedly 

heard the cries of the 



people and delivered 

them. 

o Jesus is arrested. 

 This is God? 

 This is the kingdom? 

 God is in handcuffs? 

o What does this teach us 

about kingdom? 

o What does this reveal 

about God? 

Which kingdom is going to win 

this clash of the kingdoms? 

Stand Your Ground

“With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for 
his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of 
the high priest, cutting off his ear” 
(Matthew 26:51).

 

Jesus’s companion strikes 

back. 

 Stand your ground, right? 

 He cuts off this guy’s ear. 

 Turn ‘em loose, Jesus! 

From Victim to Teacher
“Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, 
“for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. Do 
you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at 
once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of 
angels?” (Matthew 26:52-53).

 

But instead of turning them 

loose, Jesus turns teacher, 

again. 

 Put your sword up. 

 Live by the sword/die by the 

sword. 

 I could have called an army 

of angels. 

 



Following Jesus

“But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that 
say it must happen in this way? The all the disciples 
deserted him and fled”  (Matthew 26:54).

 

We ask with them, If you could 

have, why didn’t you? 

 Jesus talks about fulfilling 

the scriptures. 

 The scriptures that are all 

about loving God and 

people. 

 This is love. 

 This is blessing the nations. 

 This is the kingdom of God. 

 And the disciples take off 

and run. 

Our God’s Kingdom Clashes

Matthew 26:47-54

 

Jesus is beaten. 

 Jesus is killed – capital 

punishment. 

 3 days later – Jesus is raised 

from the dead. 

 What does all this mean? 

o The new creation is 

underway. 

o God is going to embody 

God’s people again. 

o God is going to transform 

the people from within. 

 The story is moving quickly 

toward that second tree and we 

are right in the thick of the 

story. 

 The story of God, the world, 



and people has become the 

story of God, the world, and us. 

 This is our story. 

 

So today we again ask the 

question: Am I a follower of 

Jesus? 

 

 Are we following in laying 

down our lives? 

 Are we following Jesus in 

being a blessing to others? 

 

 

A number of months ago we 

presented a “dream ministry” for 

community interaction.  What have 

you been doing since then? 

1.  We waited and took 

feedback from the 

congregation. 

2. Met with Ballwin city officials 

3. Met with the “Faith that 

Works” ministry. 

4. Met with the elders. 

When you say “you waited”, what 

exactly did you mean by that? 

1.  We presented a dream for a 

concept of a ministry.  While 

we received positive 

feedback from the elders, I t 



was a few more months 

before we heard anything 

formal from them. 

2. The second part of waiting 

was receiving feedback from 

the members of the 

congregation.  We received a 

lot of feedback from people 

stating they had a skill set 

they would love to plug into 

this ministry. 

3. Continue to dream…. 

So tell us about your meeting with the 

Ballwin city officials. 

1.  Bob Copeland called them 

and set up a meeting with 

them.  We introduced 

ourselves to them and asked 

for their opinions and 

opportunities. (something like 

that, Bob, correct me) 

2. They really had no idea who 

Lafayette church was, but 

made and immediate 

connection when we dropped 

Charles Rhodes name. 

3. They knew us from KidsFest. 

4. Concerning our proposed 

ministry initiative, they had 

limited administrative hurdles 

for us to overcome. 

5. They had a service idea of 

their own which was different 



than ours. 

Tell us a little more about the idea 

they presented to you. 

1.  They presented to us a, for 

lack of better terminology, 

“residential code violation 

assistance” service 

opportunity. 

2. Directed to the elderly, lower 

income that had “simple” 

code violations that needed 

assistance in responding to 

them. 

What do you see needs to be 

accomplished to put this service 

ministry in place? 

1.  Put together a group of 3-5 

leaders that would be the 

liaison between the church 

and the city to coordinate 

those activities and put 

volunteers in place to meet 

the opportunities identified by 

the city. 

So what I hear you saying 

is…..Bob Clark to summarize. 

 

 

Let’s move on.  Tell us about your 

meeting with the organization 

“Faith that Works”. 

 



Faith that Works is a not for profit 

faith based ministry started by Terri 

Stipanovich.  One of their missions is 

in the trailer park in Chesterfield and 

for the most part, they are doing the 

kind of ministry we are looking at 

building.  It includes: 

1.  Teaching classes on English 

as a second Language 

2. Tutoring, including a 

computer lab and a 

homework study hall. 

What lessons did you take from 

your meeting with Faith that 

Works? 

1. They have specific hours of 

operation that is posted. 

2. They have over 50 

volunteers from multiple 

churches 

3. It takes time and commitment 

to build trust based 

relationships 

4. It’s an organic ministry, 

meaning we need to be open 

to meeting needs and 

moving in directions that we 

do not have plans for. 

5. They have an onsite 

residential intern. 

6. Everyone-volunteers and 

recipients alike understand 

it’s a FAITH based ministry. 



7. Step out on faith out of your 

comfort zone. 

 

 

“What is the next step”  or What do 

you need to keep this ministry 

moving…… 

 

 
 


