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Acts 16-19 



Setting out to the future 

• To Circumcise or Not to Circumcise 

Acts 16:1-5 



Acts 16:1-3 
Paul came to Derbe and then to 
Lystra, where a disciple named 
Timothy lived, whose mother was 
Jewish and a believer but whose father 
was a Greek…Paul wanted to take him 
along on the journey, so he  
circumcised him because of  
the Jews who lived in that  
area, for they all knew that  
his father was a Greek. 



Setting out to the future 

• To Circumcise or Not to Circumcise 

• Red Light, Green Light 

Acts 16:6-10 



Acts 16:6-10 
Paul and his companions traveled 
throughout the region of Phrygia and 
Galatia, having been kept by the Holy 
Spirit from preaching the word in the 
province of Asia. When they came to the 
border of Mysia, they tried to enter 
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not 
allow them to…During the  
night Paul had a vision of a  
man of Macedonia standing  
and begging him, “Come over 
to Macedonia and help us.” 



Setting out to the future 

• To Circumcise or Not to Circumcise 

• Red Light, Green Light 

• High Class, Low Life 

Acts 16:11-17:4 



Acts 16:11-17:4 

“…a woman from the city of 
Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple 
cloth.” 16:14 
 

“…we were met by a female slave  
who had a spirit by which she  
predicted the future.” 16:16 
 

“…and quite a few prominent  
women.” 17:4 



Setting out to the future 

• To Circumcise or Not to Circumcise 

• Red Light, Green Light 

• High Class, Low Life 

• Jesus or Caesar? 

Acts 16:19-17:9 

 



Acts 16:11-17:4 
“…advocating customs unlawful  
for us Romans to accept or  
practice.” 16:21 
 

“They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, 

saying that there is another king,  

one called Jesus.” 17:7 
 



Acts 16:19-21 
When her owners realized that their hope of 
making money was gone, they seized Paul 
and Silas and dragged them into the 
marketplace to face the authorities. They 
brought them before the magistrates and 
said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing 
our city into an uproar by  
advocating customs unlawful  
for us Romans to accept or  
practice.” 



Setting out to the future 

• To Circumcise or Not to Circumcise 

• Red Light, Green Light 

• High Class, Low Life 

• Jesus or Caesar? 

• Receiving Eagerly, Examining Daily 

Acts 17:10-15 



Acts 17:11 
Now the Berean Jews were of more noble 
character than those in Thessalonica, for 
they received the message with great 
eagerness and examined the Scriptures 
every day to see if what Paul said was true. 



Setting out to the future 

• To Circumcise or Not to Circumcise 

• Red Light, Green Light 

• High Class, Low Life 

• Jesus or Caesar? 

• Receiving Eagerly, Examining Daily 

• Athenian Idol 

Acts 17:16-34 



Acts 17:16-34 

“…the city was full of idols.” 17:16 
 

“Some of them asked, ‘What is this babbler 
trying to say?’ Others remarked, ‘He seems 
to be advocating foreign gods.’ They said this 
because Paul was preaching the good 
news about Jesus and the 

resurrection.” 17:18 
 

“May we know what this new  
teaching is that you are  
presenting?” 17:19 



Acts 17:22-23 
“People of Athens! I see that in every way 
you are very religious. For as I walked 
around and looked carefully at your objects 
of worship, I even found an altar with this 
inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are 
ignorant of the very thing you  
worship—and this is what I am  
going to proclaim to you.” 



God 
• Made the earth and everything in it 

• Is the Lord of heaven and earth 

• Does not live in human-made temples 

• Needs not served by humans 

• Gives everyone life and breath  
and everything 

• Made all the nations so  
people seek and find God 

• We are God’s offspring 



God 
• Not made in image of humans 

• Commands people to turn around 

• Judge with justice by the appointed one 

• Provided proof through resurrection 



Acts 17:32-34 
When they heard about the resurrection of 
the dead, some of them sneered, but others 
said, “We want to hear you again on this 
subject.” At that, Paul left the Council. Some 
of the people became followers of Paul and 
believed. Among them was Dionysius,  
a member of the Areopagus,  
also a woman named Damaris,  
and a number of others. 
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• Co-ed Team 

Acts 18 



Acts 18:1-2 
“After this, Paul left Athens and went to 
Corinth. There he met a Jew named Aquila, a 
native of Pontus, who had recently come 
from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. 
Paul went to see them….” 



Acts 18:18 
“Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. 
Then he left the brothers and sisters and 
sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and 
Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut 
off at Cenchreae because of a vow he had 
taken.” 



Acts 18:24-25 
Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of 
Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a 
learned man, with a thorough knowledge of 
the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the 
way of the Lord, and he spoke with great 
fervor and taught about Jesus  
accurately, though he knew  
only the baptism of John.  



Acts 18:26 
“He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. 
When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they 
invited him to their home and explained to 
him the way of God more adequately.” 
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Acts 19 



Acts 19 
“…we have not even heard there is a Holy 
Spirit.” 19:2 
 

“About that time there arose a great 
disturbance about the Way.” 19:23  
 

“He says that gods made by human hands 
are no gods at all.” 19:26 
 

“Great is Artemis of the  
Ephesians!” 19:28 



Ephesus City Limits 

• Acts 19 

• Ephesians 

• 1 and 2 Timothy 

• Revelation 2:1-7 
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