
A STUDY OF EPHESIANS

Walking as God’s Workmanship– 2:1-10



1:3-14 The Blessing

1:3-4 Mainline Sentence –
God Chose us to be holy and 
blameless

1:5-8 Predestined us to 
adoption as sons & 
lavished grace on us

1:9-14 Made known to us the 
mystery bringing all things 
together again in Christ



1:15-23 The Prayer

• They need more wisdom and knowledge

• To know the hope that’s behind their calling 
to be holy and blameless

• To know the riches of God’s inheritance

• To know (and thus live) the power that 
comes from their calling



Thought Questions

1. How would God deciding to adopt us into 
his family help us live holy and blameless?

2. How would you describe what it means to 
be dead in transgressions and sins?

3. What do you think it means to be raised up 
with Christ?



Chapter 2 – Two Parallel Sections

2:1-10

From Death to Life

2:11-22

From Exclusion to 
Inclusion

Each section helps Gentile Christians know the 

three things Paul prayed that they would know



2:1-10 From Death to Life

• 2:1-7 From Death to Life

• A long sentence on how God went about his 
workmanship.

• He turned corpses into living beings

• He took us from under the thumb of the 
prince of the power of the air and seated us 
with the one who rules over all powers

• 2:8-10 Being God’s workmanship



2:1-7 God’s Craftsmanship in Action

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which 

you formerly walked ... according to the prince of the power 

of the air, .... 3 Among them we too ...were by nature 

children of wrath, even as the rest.

God, being rich in mercy...made us alive together with 

Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us 

up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus...

but



2:1-7 God’s Craftsmanship

Where they were

• Dead – 2:1

• Ruled by prince of 
power of the air – 2:2

• Children of wrath –
2:2

What God did

• Made alive– 2:5

• Seated with Christ 
who rules– 2:6

• Shown mercy, love, 
grace – 2:4, 5, 7



2:1-10 How You Walk Matters

in which you formerly walked according to the course of 

this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of 

the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 

would walk in them.



2:1 And You Were Dead

• Nothing but a corpse.

• The cause of death was obvious.

• Trespasses and sins were responsible for your condition.

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,



2:2 It was How You Walked

• They walked according to “the age of this world,” 
not according to the age to come!

• The source of their moral values and behaviors.

• They walked under the authority of the prince of 
the power of the air.

in which you formerly walked according to the course of 

this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of 

the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.



2:3 Road Map to the Bottom

• It was not just Gentiles – Jews were there also!

• Desires of the flesh and mind...

• A broad term also including quarreling, hatred, 
jealousy, outburst of anger, selfish ambition (Gal 
5:20).

• It was self-focused living!

• Sons of Disobedience – Children of Wrath

Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our 

flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 

and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.



2:1-3 A Bleak Picture

• Situation: Dead

• Ruled by: Prince of Power of the Air

• Reason: Wrapped up in ourselves and what we wanted

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which 

you formerly walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit 

that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among 

them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, 

indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were

by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.



2:4 That Key Word “BUT”

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love 

with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our 

transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by 

grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, 

and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the 

surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in 

Christ Jesus.

but



2:4-6 Results of God’s Love

• Both Jews & Gentiles – verse 5 says “we”

• The same power that raised and exalted Jesus also took 
them from being a corpse to being alive, and took them out 
from under the thumb of the prince of the power of the air

• A clear reason to live worthy of your calling

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love 

with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our 

transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by 

grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, 

and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus,



2:7 The “Why” Behind it All

• His grace – surpassing riches, extraordinary riches

• The ages to come – age after age after age

• Could anything show more kindness?

so that in the ages to come He might show the 

surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in 

Christ Jesus.



2:8-9 By Grace...No Boasting

• Gentiles had magnificent accomplishments in art, 
government, philosophy

• None of these accomplishments could alter the 
transgressions and sin that had drained the life from them

• Your works weren’t responsible for making you alive—they 
were responsible for making you dead!

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that 

not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of 

works, so that no one may boast.



2:8 By Grace...Through Faith

• God desires all to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4), yet some aren’t

• Salvation is by grace

• Salvation is through faith

• Salvation is not of yourselves; it is the gift of God

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that 

not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;



2:10 We are God’s Workmanship

• We are God’s workmanship (his new creation)

• That new creation has a purpose – good works!

• God’s grace (not based on works) re-creates us to 
do good works

• God’s people continue to do and teach what he did 
and taught (Acts 1:1 by implication)

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 

would walk in them.



The Bottom Line – How We Walk

• God chose us to be holy and blameless – 1:4

• The hashtags of the walk we chose

• #I’mNumberOne #HaveItMyWay

• #IWantMyWay #ChildrenOfWrath

• #TheWalkingDead #Lifeless

• But then – rich grace, great love, kindness

• Result --

• We are his workmanship, his new creation

• His intention – that we walk in good works



Assignments

1. Read Ephesians this week.

2. Pray daily one of Paul’s two prayers – 1:15-23 

or 3:14-21.

3. God has blessed you. Find a way this week to 

bless someone else.



A STUDY OF EPHESIANS

Walking as God’s Workmanship– 2:1-10



© 2015 Dale A. Lundy
For information contact Dale.Lundy@gmail.com

This presentation is a work in progress and is in draft form.

It should not be redistributed at this time. You are welcome and encouraged

to use it unaltered in your classroom teaching, however please write 

Dale.Lundy@gmail.com to ensure you have the latest version, or for other uses.

A portion of the background design is the property of Geetesh Bajaj. 

Used with permission. © Copyright, Geetesh Bajaj. All Rights Reserved.

Version 1.4

mailto:Dale.Lundy@gmail.com
mailto:Dale.Lundy@gmail.com

