
A STUDY OF EPHESIANS

The Prayer – 1:15-23



1:3-14 REVIEW

1:3-4 Mainline Sentence –
God Chose us to be holy

1:5-8 Having predestined us to 
adoption as sons

1:9-14 Having made known to us the 
mystery



1:5-8 REVIEW

How God created holy and blameless 

people – 1:3-4

• He adopted sons.

• He lavished grace on them.



1:9-14 The Mystery Revealed

anakephalaiō
ἀνακεφαλαιόω

God is BRINGING BACK TOGETHER

in Christ 

all things torn apart by sin.



The Prayer
1:15-23



1:15-16 Paul Begins his Prayer

• Mainline: I (Paul) don’t cease giving thanks for you.

• Why?

• God chose you to be holy and blameless

• God chose you to be sons

• Gentiles have become God’s possession, also

• Your faith and love align with God’s purposes

For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord 

Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the 

saints, 16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making 

mention of you in my prayers;



1:17 Wisdom & Revelation

• Wisdom

• God lavished grace on us in wisdom (1:8).

• He wants the Gentiles to have a spirit of wisdom (1:17).

• In you, the church, heaven will see God’s wisdom (3:10)

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 

the knowledge of Him.



1:17 Wisdom & Revelation

• Revelation

• Understand God’s plan for the universe and live it out.

• Know the “mystery” but also how it affects your life.

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 

the knowledge of Him.



1:18-19a Enlightening the Eyes

• Why light is important to these Gentile readers:

• They were darkened in their understanding (4:18).

• They were darkness (5:8).

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so 

that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are 

the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19

and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward 

us who believe. These are in accordance with the working 

of the strength of His might



1:17-19 What They Need to Know

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, ... may give to you a 

spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 

Him. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 

enlightened, so that you will know 

• what is the hope of His calling, 

• what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance 
in the saints, 19 and 

• what is the surpassing greatness of His power 
toward us who believe. 



1:18 Understanding Your Calling

• See the consistent pattern?

• Our calling is that God chose us to be 
holy and blameless – Eph. 1:4

• Called as holy ones – Rom. 1:7

• Called according to his purpose – Rom. 8:28

• To the church in Corinth, called to be holy – 1 Cor. 1;2

• You were called into fellowship with his son – 1 Cor. 1:9

• God called us to live a holy life – 1 Thess. 4:7

• God called you into his marvelous light – 1 Pet. 2:9



1:18 The Hope of Your Calling

• They were without hope in the world – Eph. 2:12.

• The calling to live holy and blameless gives hope.

• The one hope of their calling unites – Eph. 4:4.

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so 

that you will know what is the hope of His calling,



• You have separated them from all the peoples of the earth 
as your inheritance – 1 Kg. 8:53

• The people whom he has chosen for his own inheritance –
Ps. 33:12

• It is not our inheritance, but his inheritance.

• There is a richness in the glory of being God’s 
inheritance, a people for God’s own possession.

1:18 The Inheritance / Possession

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so 

that you will know...what are the riches of the glory of 

His inheritance in the saints,



1:19 The Greatness of His Power

• Ways we emphasize – Bold, Underlined, Italics., Color.

• Ways Greeks emphasized – repetition.

• Paul piles up 4 different Greek words for power along with 
the adjectives “greatness” and “surpassing” so we 
understand the uniqueness of his power!

and what is the surpassing greatness of His dunamis

(power) toward us who believe. These are in accordance 

with the energeia (working) of the kratos (strength) of His 

ischus (might).



1:17-19 God’s Dynamic Power

• They need more wisdom and knowledge – so they 
can put the power of the resurrection to work in 
their lives.

• They’ve followed the wrong power -- the prince of 
the power of the air – 2:2

• God can do abundantly beyond according to the 
power that works within us – 3:20.

• The power shows us the love of Christ – 3:16-20.

• That power causes us to stand firm against the 
devil’s schemes – 6:10-17



1:19 The Right Power

• Ephesus was known for practice of magic.

• Magic books worth 50,000 pieces of silver – Acts 19:19.

• Sons of Sceva trying to invoke Jesus’ name in a magic 
way – Acts 19:13-16.

• Astrology was big.

• They followed the prince of the power of the air – 2:1.

• To change behavior, they needed to know God’s 

incomparably greater power.



1:19b-20 God’s Power at Work

• God’s great power is seen in two events –

• The resurrection!

• The ascension!

• The ascension – a forceful demonstration of God’s power

• Seated him at God’s right hand.

• Put all things under his feet.

• Made him head over all things.

the working of the strength of His might 20 which He 

brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead 

and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,



1:19-20 Knowing Christ’s Great Power

• Paul prays that they will 

know (1:18-19a)

• The hope of his calling

• The riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the saints

• The surpassing greatness of 
his power toward us who 
believe

But how will they know 

this?

What tells me I can live 

with this kind of power?



1:19-20 Knowing Christ’s Great Power

• Paul prays that they will 

know (1:18-19a)

• The hope of his calling

• The riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the saints

• The surpassing greatness of 
his power toward us who 
believe

It is because God 

worked his strong 

power in Christ, when 

He ...

• raised Him from the 

dead, and 

• seated Him at His 

right hand in the 

heavenly places,



1:20 Knowing Christ’s Great Power

• We understand the power in terms of

• The resurrection

• The ascension

• This is the mighty power that works within us because – 4:7

• He has raised us!

• He has seated us with him!

The working of the strength of his might which He brought 

about in Christ, when He 

• raised Him from the dead and 

• seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,



1:21-22 Knowing Christ’s Great Power

• In context, all things are spiritual forces (cf. 6:12)

• Verse 21 – all spiritual forces are inferior to Christ

• Verse 22 – all spiritual forces are subject to Christ

Verse 21

seated Him... 21 far above all rule and authority and power

and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in 

this age but also in the one to come.

Verse 22

And He put all things in subjection under His feet,



1:21 The Context – Psalm 110:1-2

• The Spiritual Powers subject to Christ (Eph. 1) = Enemies (Ps. 110)

• He disarmed rulers and authorities at the cross – Col. 2:15.

• These are spiritual forces of wickedness – Eph. 6:12

• Rule – authority – power – dominion – all things

The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand Until I make 

Your enemies a footstool for Your feet." 2 The LORD will 

stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, "Rule in the 

midst of Your enemies."



1:21-22 Under His feet / Head over All

• And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and 

• gave Him as head over all things to the church,

CHRIST is head
over all things

all things
under Christ’s feet

Christ’s headship here is 

from his relation to all things, 

not to his body.

Psalm 110 / Eph. 6:12 show 

that all things subject to 

Christ are his enemies.



1:22 God gave Him to the Church

• Subject: He (God)

• Verb: gave

• Direct Object: Him (Christ)

• Indirect Object: Church

He...gave Him...to the church, 

Christ is God’s gift to the church. But as what?

• As savior?

• As redeemer?

• As Lord?

• As what?



1:21-22 Under His feet / Head over All

• And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and 

• gave Him as “head over all things” to the church,

CHRIST is head
over all things

all things
under Christ’s feet

Christ’s headship here is from 

his relation to all things, not 

his body.

Christ – as head, as power 

over all forces of evil – is 

God’s gift to the church. 

How? He raised us with him 

and seated us with him (2:6)



1:22-23 The Church His Body

• Saul ravaged the church – Acts 8:1, 3; 9:1-2

• Jesus asked him “Why are you persecuting me?”  -- Acts 9:4

• To persecute the church is to persecute Jesus.

• Luke was about all Jesus began to do and teach until his 
physical body was taken up. – Acts 1:1-2

• Implies Acts about what his spiritual body continued to do 
and teach.

...the church which is his body...



1:22-23 The Church His Fullness

• God’s glory filled his house – Ezek. 44:4

• The glory of the Lord filled his house – Ezek. 43:5

• The train of God’s robe filled the temple – Isa. 6:1

• The Lord fills the heavens and the earth – Jer. 23:24

• “I will fill this house with glory” – Hag. 2:7

• Filling with God’s glory, his presence, his divine power!

to the church, 23 which is...the fullness of Him who fills 

all in all.



1:22-23 The Church His Fullness

• Fullness is the glory, essence, presence, power of God.

• The world should see the fullness of God in the church.

• The presence, power, and glory of God should be lived out 
in our lives!

Know the love of Christ to be filled up to all the fullness of 

God – 3:19

A mature man is the measure of Christ’s fullness – 4:13



The Point of Paul’s Prayer

• That they would...

• know the hope of his calling.

• Know the riches of being his inheritance.

• experience the dynamic power shown in 
Christ’s resurrection and ascension.

because

• God gave the church Christ as head over evil.

• The church is the body and fullness of Christ.



Assignments

1. Read Ephesians this week.

2. Pray daily one of Paul’s two prayers – 1:15-23 

or 3:14-21.

3. God has blessed you. Find a way this week to 

bless someone else.
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