


Does  
a clay pot  
ever argue  
with its maker? 



Discipleship  
is not instant 
perfection;  
it is an  
ongoing walk 
with Jesus! 
 



• The stoning of Stephen Acts 8 

• Get up, be baptized Acts 22:16 

• I have kept the faith and 
finished the course 2 Timothy  



• After three years Galatians 1:18  

• Fourteen years later Galatians 2:1 



“… being confident of this,  
that he who began a  
good work in you will  
carry it on to completion  
until the day  
of Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 1:6 



“But the fruit of the Spirit  
is love, joy, peace,  
forbearance, kindness,  
goodness, faithfulness,  
gentleness and self-
control. Against such  
things there is no law.” 

Galatians 5:22-23 

 



The apostle Peter 
was a work in 
progress 



The apostle 
Peter is perhaps 
best known for 
his missteps 



For this very reason, make  
every effort to add to your faith  
goodness; and to goodness,  
knowledge; and to knowledge,  
self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, 
godliness; and to godliness, mutual 
affection; and to mutual affection, love.  
For if you possess these qualities in 
increasing measure, they will keep you from 
being ineffective and unproductive in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



But grow in the  
grace and  
knowledge  
of our Lord and  
Savior Jesus Christ.  
To him be glory  
both now and  
forever! Amen. 



• Read their stories 

• They are on the wheel 

• God is shaping them 

• The process is gradual 

• They are not the same 

• Their stories are not the same 



• Ephesus 

• Philippi 

• Corinth 



Were all  
works in 
progress! 



Good deeds/Tested apostles – First love 



Rich in poverty/Ready to suffer 



Not renounced/Location – False teaching 



Growing deeds – Tolerate immorality 



Reputation of life/Dead–Wake up/Repent 



Open door -- Hold on 



Lukewarm – Claim riches, but poor 



• walks among them 1:13 

• knows what is going on 2:2 

• works with them 2-3 

• gives time to repent 2:21 

• removes the lampstand 2:5 



Did you hear 
about the 
church that…? 



To the church of God in Corinth, to 
those sanctified in Christ Jesus and 
called to be his holy people, together 
with all those everywhere who call on 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—
their Lord and ours: 

Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



• Be open to God’s 
shaping 
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• Have an expectation of 
change 
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• Be gracious to others 
on the journey 
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• Have an expectation of 
change 

 

• Be gracious to others 
on the journey 

 

• Don’t argue with the 
potter 




