


The word of the Lord 
came to me, saying,  

“Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew 
you, before you were 
born I set you apart; 
I appointed you as a 
prophet to the 
nations.” 

 
The Prophet Jeremiah 

Michelangelo, 1512 



 “Alas, Sovereign Lord,” 

I said, “I do not know 
how to speak; I am too 
young.” But the Lord 
said to me, “Do not say, 
‘I am too young.’ You 
must go to everyone  
I send you to and  
say whatever  
I command you. 

 The Prophet Jeremiah 

Rembrandt 



Do not be afraid of them, 
for I am with you and 
will rescue you,” 
declares the Lord.  
Then the Lord reached 
out his hand and 
touched my mouth  
and said to me,  
“I have put my words  
in your mouth.” 

 
Jeremiah 

Donatello, 1426 



“See, today  
I appoint you  
over nations and 
kingdoms to 
uproot and tear 
down, to destroy 
and overthrow, to 
build and to plant.” 



Babylonian archers 



This is the word 
that came to 
Jeremiah from 
the Lord:  
“Go down to  
the potter’s house,  
and there 
I will give you  
my message.” 



So I went down to 
the potter’s house, 
and I saw him 
working at the 
wheel. 



Then the word of 
the Lord came to 
me. He said,  
“Can I not do with 
you, Israel, as this 
potter does?” 
declares the Lord. 
“Like clay in the  
hand of the potter,  
so are you  
in my hand, Israel.” 



Then the Lord God 
formed a man from 
the dust of the 
ground and 
breathed into  
his nostrils  
the breath of life, 
and the man 
became a  
living being. 



You turn things upside down, 

as if the potter were thought to  
be like the clay! 
 

Shall what is formed say to the one  
who formed it, 
    “You did not make me”? 
 

Can the pot say to the potter, 
     “You know nothing”? 



Yet you, Lord,  
are our Father. 
 

We are the clay,  
you are the potter; 

we are all the work 
of your hand. 



“Woe to those who 

quarrel with their 
Maker, those who are 
nothing but potsherds 
among the potsherds 
on the ground. Does 
the clay say to the 
potter, ‘What are you 
making?’ Does your 
work say, ‘The potter 
has no hands’? 



But who are you, a human being, to talk 
back to God? “Shall what is formed say 
to the one who formed it, ‘Why did you 
make me like this?’” Does not the potter 
have the right to make out of the same 
lump of clay some pottery for special 
purposes and some for common use? 



If at any time I announce that a nation  
or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down 
and destroyed, and if that nation  
I warned repents of its evil, then I will 
relent and not inflict on it the disaster  
I had planned. And if at another time  
I announce that a nation or kingdom is  
to be built up and planted, and if it does 
evil in my sight and does not obey me, 
then I will reconsider the good I had 
intended to do for it. 



 “Now therefore say to the people of 
Judah and those living in Jerusalem, 
‘This is what the Lord says: Look! I am 
preparing a disaster for you and devising 
a plan against you. So turn from your evil 
ways, each one of you, and reform your 
ways and your actions.’ But they will 
reply, ‘It’s no use. We will continue with 
our own plans; we will all follow the 
stubbornness of our evil hearts.’” 



But we have this 
treasure in jars of 
clay to show that this 
all-surpassing power 
is from God and not 
from us. 



What does Scripture 
say? “Abraham 
believed God, and it 
was credited to him  
as righteousness.” 

Romans 4:3 



By faith Joseph,  
when his end was 
near, spoke about  
the exodus of the 
Israelites from Egypt 
and gave instructions 
concerning the burial 
of his bones. 

Hebrews 11:22 

Joseph Accused by 
Potiphar’s Wife 
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By faith Moses, when 
he had grown up, 
refused to be known as 
the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter. He chose to 
be mistreated along 
with the people of God 
rather than to enjoy 
the fleeting pleasures 
of sin. 

Hebrews 11:24-25 
Moses 
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“Fellow Israelites,  
I can tell you 
confidently that the 
patriarch David died 
and was buried, and his 
tomb is here to  
this day. But he was  
a prophet and knew 
that God had promised 
him on oath that he 
would place one of  
his descendants on  
his throne.”  
Acts 2:29-30 

David 
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But the pot he was 
shaping from  
the clay was marred  
in his hands;  
so the potter formed 
it into another pot, 
shaping it as seemed 
best to him. 




