
Isaiah 
The Song of the Vineyard 

Chapter 5 
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“My Beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.” 

I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My 
loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. -- 5:1 
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“My Beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.” 

He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the 
choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a 

winepress as well.  -- 5:2a 
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“My Beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.” 

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, -- 5:2b 
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but it yielded only 
bad fruit. -- 5:2c 

“My Beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.” 



Stanza 2: The Question – 5:3-4 
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What more could I 
have done? 



Stanza 3: The Decision – 5:5-6 
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I will take away its hedge, 
and it will be destroyed; I 
will break down its wall, 

and it will be trampled. 6 I 
will make it a wasteland, 

neither pruned nor 
cultivated, and briers and 
thorns will grow there. I 
will command the clouds 

not to rain on it.” 



Stanza 3: Who is the Vineyard? – 5:7 
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= Israel 

Good Grapes Bad Grapes 

Justice (mishpat) Bloodshed (mispakh) 

Righteousness (ts’daqah) Cry of distress (ts’aqah) 
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= Israel 

Good Grapes Bad Grapes 

Justice (mishpat) Bloodshed (mispakh) 

Righteousness (ts’daqah) Cry of distress (ts’aqah) 

Here’s that theme of “Justice and Righteousness” again! 



Worthless Grapes 
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# 1  GREED 
5:8-10 
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– The land belonged to God – Lev 25:23 

– 3 requirements 

• Holiness – Lev 18:24-25 

• Keep land in family – Lev 25:23-28; Ezek 46:16-18 

• Do not move boundary stone – Deut 19:14 or 
encroach on an orphan’s fields -- Prov 23:10 

– You shall not covet – Exod 20:10 

– Greed amounts to idolatry – Col 3:5 

# 1  GREED 
5:8-10 
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# 2  SELF-CENTEREDNESS 
5:11-17 
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# 2  SELF-CENTEREDNESS 
5:11-17 

• If they knew God they’d be practicing justice 
and righteousness, not self-centeredness and 
oppression -- Matt 7:16-20 

– God shows himself holy by righteousness – Isa 5:18 

– Righteousness exalts a nation as well – Prov 14:34 

– Be holy because God is holy – Lev 19:2 
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# 3  CYNICAL TO GOD 
5:18-19 
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# 3  CYNICAL TO GOD 
5:18-19 

# 4  PERVERTED VALUE SYSTEM 
5:20 

# 5  CONCEIT 
5:21 

# 6  PERVERTED JUSTICE 
5:22-23 



Result of Worthless Grapes 

• 5:26-30 Coming Day of the Lord 

– 5:24-25 God’s hand is stretched out 

– 5:26 God controls the nations 

– 5:27-29 Judgment is serious 
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Isaiah 
Who God is. Who Isaiah is. 

Chapter 6 



The Year that King Uzziah Died – 6:1 

• A significant time in Judah 
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• A significant time in Judah 

– The economy had been going well 

– The military had been going well 

• Read 2 Chron 26:1-15 

– One of the most cruel nations in history was on 
the rise 

 

 



God on the Throne – 6:1 

• What king could help at this critical time? 
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– The one on the throne 
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– The one on the throne 
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– The one on the throne 

– The one high and lifted up 

• The one who was truly exalted 

• Unlike the people who were exalting themselves 
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– The one on the throne 

– The one high and lifted up 

• The one who was truly exalted 

• Unlike the people who were exalting themselves 

– The one whose train filled the temple 
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Seraphim and God’s Holiness – 6:2-4 

• The message of the Seraphim – GOD IS HOLY! 

– How is this message emphasized? 

• Not ordinary people, but beings from the highest 
heaven proclaiming God is holy 

• God is not merely holy; He is holy, holy, holy 
– Three is the number of God 

– God himself defines holiness 

44 



Unclean, Unclean – 6:5 
• Two significant things about Uzziah’s death 
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• Isaiah – 
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– Judah lost one of its best kings ever 

– He died as a leper, a man who had to cry out 
“unclean, unclean” before himself 

• His leprosy was the result of his pride 

• It reflected the pride of the entire nation 

 • Isaiah – 
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– Judah lost one of its best kings ever 

– He died as a leper, a man who had to cry out 
“unclean, unclean” before himself 

• His leprosy was the result of his pride 

• It reflected the pride of the entire nation 

 • Isaiah – 
 – I am a man of unclean lips 

– I live in the midst of a people of unclean lips 

– We are people with spiritual leprosy, nerve 
endings deadened by sin 

 



Cleansing, Call, Response – 6:6-8 

• A coal from the altar made Isaiah’s lips clean 

• God’s question – “Who will go for us?” 
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Cleansing, Call, Response – 6:6-8 

• A coal from the altar made Isaiah’s lips clean 

• God’s question – “Who will go for us?” 

– Most responses – “Here I am. Send someone 
else.” 

– Isaiah’s response – “Here I am. Send me.” 
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The Commission – 6:9-13 

• That unexpected commission of 6:9-10 
– Does it sound like God doesn’t want them to 

change? 
• The whole point of chapters 1-5 was to get them to 

change 

• God’s already offered to make scarlet sins as white as 
snow – 1:18 

– Then it might dawn on them, this is not the 
commission, it is the result of the commission 
• That’s how Jesus interpreted it – Matt 13:13-15 

– Once more, God is trying to get them to see 
themselves and to change 

 

 

55 



The Commission – 6:9-13 

• That unexpected commission of 6:9-10 
– Does it sound like God doesn’t want them to 

change? 
• The whole point of chapters 1-5 was to get them to 

change 

• God’s already offered to make scarlet sins as white as 
snow – 1:18 

– Then it might dawn on them, this is not the 
commission, it is the result of the commission 
• That’s how Jesus interpreted it – Matt 13:13-15 

– Once more, God is trying to get them to see 
themselves and to change 

 

 

56 



The Commission – 6:9-13 

• That unexpected commission of 6:9-10 
– Does it sound like God doesn’t want them to 

change? 
• The whole point of chapters 1-5 was to get them to 

change 

• God’s already offered to make scarlet sins as white as 
snow – 1:18 

– Then it might dawn on them, this is not the 
commission, it is the result of the commission 
• That’s how Jesus interpreted it – Matt 13:13-15 

– Once more, God is trying to get them to see 
themselves and to change 

 

 

57 



The Commission – 6:9-13 

• That unexpected commission of 6:9-10 
– Does it sound like God doesn’t want them to 

change? 
• The whole point of chapters 1-5 was to get them to 

change 

• God’s already offered to make scarlet sins as white as 
snow – 1:18 

– Then it might dawn on them, this is not the 
commission, it is the result of the commission 
• That’s how Jesus interpreted it – Matt 13:13-15 

– Once more, God is trying to get them to see 
themselves and to change 

 

 

58 



The Commission – 6:9-13 

• That unexpected commission of 6:9-10 
– Does it sound like God doesn’t want them to 

change? 
• The whole point of chapters 1-5 was to get them to 

change 

• God’s already offered to make scarlet sins as white as 
snow – 1:18 

– Then it might dawn on them, this is not the 
commission, it is the result of the commission 
• That’s how Jesus interpreted it – Matt 13:13-15 

– Once more, God is trying to get them to see 
themselves and to change 

 

 

59 



The Commission – 6:9-13 

• That unexpected commission of 6:9-10 
– Does it sound like God doesn’t want them to 

change? 
• The whole point of chapters 1-5 was to get them to 

change 

• God’s already offered to make scarlet sins as white as 
snow – 1:18 

– Then it might dawn on them, this is not the 
commission, it is the result of the commission 
• That’s how Jesus interpreted it – Matt 13:13-15 

– Once more, God is trying to get them to see 
themselves and to change 

 

 

60 



The Commission – 6:9-13 

• That unexpected commission of 6:9-10 
– Does it sound like God doesn’t want them to 

change? 
• The whole point of chapters 1-5 was to get them to 

change 

• God’s already offered to make scarlet sins as white as 
snow – 1:18 

– Then it might dawn on them, this is not the 
commission, it is the result of the commission 
• That’s how Jesus interpreted it – Matt 13:13-15 

– Once more, God is trying to get them to see 
themselves and to change 

 

 

61 



The Commission – 6:9-13 
• How does a person respond to preaching? 

– Possibility: accept the message and be healed 
• Eyes that are see 

• Ears that listen clearly 

• A heart that’s soft and moldable 

– These people: bristle up and reject the message 
• Eyes that are shut 

• Ears that are dull of hearing 

• A heart that is insensitive 

• God is showing them not the purpose of the 
message, but the effect that the message will 
have 

• It is, once again, a tool to try to reach them 
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The Commission – 6:9-13 

• The job offer 

– Great crowds 

– Huge book sales 

– Exceptional memoirs 
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The Commission – 6:9-13 

• The job offer 

– Great crowds 

– Huge book sales 

– Exceptional memoirs 

 

• The job offer 

– People won’t listen 

– The crowd will dwindle down to nothing 
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A Faint Hope – 6:13 
• There isn’t much left to work with 

• A shoot can burst forth from the stumps that 
remain in the forest 

• A shoot will burst forth from the stump of 
Jesse (father of King David) – 11:1 

– Israel may be unfaithful – God will not 

– All nations will be blessed through Abraham’s 
descendants 

• This hope will take shape in the second half 
of Isaiah 
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Isaiah 

• SECTION ONE: INTRODUCTION – Israel’s 
Spiritual Condition 
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Isaiah 

• SECTION ONE: INTRODUCTION – Israel’s 
Spiritual Condition 

– A. Israel is not God’s Servant (chapters 1 - 5) 

• She’s not God’s servant, but she should be. Three 
examples will show that. 
– The Covenant Lawsuit (chapter 1) 

– The Three Jerusalems (chapters 2 – 4) 

– The Song of the Vineyard (chapter 5) 

– B. Who God is – Holy; Who Isaiah is – a Servant 
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Thought Questions 

• When you compare chapters 1-5 with chapter 
6, what stands out to you? 

• Why do you think Isaiah’s calling may have 
waited until chapter 6 rather than at the 
beginning of the book? 

• What are some things we may expect to see 
throughout Isaiah, based on this 6-chapter 
introduction to the book? 
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Assignments for This Week 

Read Isaiah 7:1 – 9:7 

Read again Isaiah 5-6 
If you have web access, review the 
PowerPoints as you read 

Consider inviting someone else 
to class 
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Credits 
Vineyard photos © 2003 Dale A. Lundy. May be used as part of this presentation. For other use, contact 

Dale.Lundy@gmail.com. 

Bad Grape photo from http://culinae.files.wordpress.com/2008/07/bad_grapes.jpg used by permission.. 


