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Isaiah 

• SECTION ONE: INTRODUCTION – Israel’s 
Spiritual Condition 

– A. Israel is not God’s Servant (chapters 1 - 5) 

• She’s not God’s servant, but she should be. Three 
examples will show that. 
– The Covenant Lawsuit (chapter 1) 

– The Three Jerusalems (chapters 2 – 4) 

– The Song of the Vineyard (chapter 5) 
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The Three Jerusalems 2:1 – 4:1 

• Jerusalem the Ideal – 2:1–4 

– The way God intends for Jerusalem to be 

• Jerusalem the Actual – 2:5 – 4:1 

– Jerusalem as it actually was – proud and corrupt 

• Jerusalem the Purged – 4:2-6 

– What Jerusalem will be after God has purged it 
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Ideal 
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Jerusalem the Ideal – 2:2-4 

• The purpose of showing the Jerusalem the 
Ideal 

– Jar them into realizing how far away they are 

– Encourage them to want to be a part of this 
picture 

– Motivate them to make the right choice 
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The Mountain – 2:2 

• Ancient people thought about their gods 
dwelling on high places or mountains 

• The highest mountain is a picture that God 
will be exalted 
– By the nations who stream to his house 

– By his people 
• Their accomplishments were more important than 

God’s presence 

• Uzziah’s pride (2 Chron 26:16-21) shows the state of 
the entire country at that time 
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The Mountain – 2:2 

• The exalting of God’s mountain is described in a 
surprising way 

– Not in terms of the Jews at all 

– But in terms of the Gentile nations, many peoples 

• Why? 

– The Jews were blessed to carry out a mission to the 
rest of the world 

– Does that give us insights as to our priorities or how 
we devote our resources? 
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The Pilgrims – 2:3 

• “Come, let us go up” 

– Those who are traveling to Zion exhort others to 
join them 

• But, those traveling to Zion are not pilgrim Jews, but 
pilgrim Gentiles who go to learn God’s law 

• What is the contrast between those in 
Jerusalem (chapter 1) and these pilgrims? 

– How would you view that contrast if you were 
one who was in Jerusalem? 
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The Peaceful Kingdom – 2:4 

• He is talking about people of all nations 
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The Peaceful Kingdom – 2:4 

• He is talking about people of all nations 

• Where do people of all nations come 
together in peace? 

– In God’s kingdom 

– Allowing God to be the judge and settle disputes 
is what leads to peace 
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The Last Days – 2:2 

• The Last Days 
– The Hebrew term means later 
– Hebrews 1:2 distinguishes between long ago when 

the prophets spoke and the last days when God has 
spoken through His son 

– Peter describes Pentecost as the last days in Acts 
2:17 

• God intended for Jerusalem to be this all along 
• But God would show on Pentecost that the 

Jews’ behavior would not keep Him from 
unfolding His plan 
– This is the ideal 
– This is what God said will happen 
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The Last Days – 2:2 

• Limited fulfillment 
– After the Jews returned from Babylon 
– Gentiles attracted to monotheism and high morals 
– Gentiles became god-fearers or proselytes 

• The Centurion – Matt 8 
• Cornelius – Acts 10 

• Ultimate fulfillment 
– God would show on Pentecost that the Jews behavior 

would not keep Him from unfolding His plan 
– Remember this is the ideal 
– Remember this is what God said will happen 
– It does happen – Acts 1:8; 3:25 
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The Law from Jerusalem – 2:3 

This is what the Law, the Prophets like Isaiah, 
and the Psalms pointed to! 
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NIV  Luke 24:44 He said to them, "This is what I told you 
while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that 
is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
and the Psalms." 45 Then he opened their minds so they 
could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, "This is 
what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness 
of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem.  
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② Repentance and forgiveness should guide how we 
read and what kind of people we are. 
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is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
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The Law from Jerusalem – 2:3 

This begins from Jerusalem. It should have always 
been the case throughout history (Ex 19:6). It was 
clearly the case after the cross. 
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Jerusalem the Ideal – 2:2-4 

• The way God intended Jerusalem to be 

• The way Jerusalem will be despite their 
unholiness 

– They have a choice to be a part of this or to 
reject it. 

– Will they trust God? 

• A kingdom of Peace 

• God’s word will go to all nations 
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Jerusalem the Actual – 2:5 – 4:1 

• Remember the Ideal 

– Jerusalem would be an evangelistic center to the 
nations 
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Jerusalem the Actual – 2:5 – 4:1 

• Remember the Ideal 

– Jerusalem would be an evangelistic center to the 
nations 

• What’s the reality? 

– The key phrase in 2:6-8 is “full of” 

– What is Jerusalem “full of”? 

– How does what we fill ourselves with impact our 
lives and our mission? 
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Jerusalem the Actual 2:5 – 4:1 

• What strikes you most about the contrast 
between the ideal and the actual? 
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The Ideal 
NIV  Isaiah 2:3 Many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go 
up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his 
paths." The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD 
from Jerusalem. 

The Actual 
NIV  Isaiah 2:6 You have abandoned your people, the house of 
Jacob. They are full of superstitions from the East; they practice 
divination like the Philistines and clasp hands with pagans. 



Jerusalem the Actual 

• What is Jerusalem “full of” – vv 6-8 
– Eastern superstitions 
– Silver and gold 
– Horses and chariots 
– Idols 

• What’s missing from the list? 
– Justice and righteousness 
– Faith 
– Zeal to reach all nations 
– Trust in God 

• “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name 
of the Lord, our God” – Ps 20:7 

• The decision both Ahaz and Hezekiah will have to make 
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The Day of the Lord – 2:9-17 

• The Lord has a day in store – 2:12 

• The Day of the Lord in the Old Testament is a 
time of Judgment 

• Why that was necessary 

– Chapter 1 – rebellious, corrupt, spurned God 

– Chapter 2 – worshiped materialism and idols 

– Chapter 3 – oppressed the poor – 3:12, 15 
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What is the Problem? – 2:9-17 

• What concept keeps showing up again and again 
in 2:9-17? 
– Arrogant, pride, proud, lofty, etc. 
– The real problem? Exalting men, not God! 

• The problem of “Do not forgive them” 
– Since he calls them back in 2:5, 22 and elsewhere, it 

doesn’t mean not to forgive them 
– One of several possibilities 

• The Hebrew word (“lift, carry, take”) is used in vv 2, 12, 13 
to mean “lifted up,” “exalted,” or “lofty.”  

• He may simply be saying “Do not exalt them.” 
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Humbling – 2:9-17 

• What words appear often in 2:9-17 to 
describe what will happen to them? 
– “Humbled” and “brought low” 

• What does that humbling do to splendor 
and majesty? 
– The splendor of majesty belongs to the Lord – 

v10 

– The Lord alone will be exalted on that day – 
vv11, 17 
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The Bottom Line? – 2:22 

• There is much in Isaiah about idols, but 
verses 18-22 are not primarily about idols 

• The bottom line is simply this… 
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The Bottom Line? – 2:22 

• There is much in Isaiah about idols, but 
verses 18-22 are not primarily about idols 

• The bottom line is simply this… 
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Stop trusting in men 

This is a question both King 
Ahaz and King Hezekiah will 
have to face! 



The Foolishness of  
Exalting Men – 3:1 – 4:1 

• There will be no competent leaders – 3:1-7 
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The Foolishness of  
Exalting Men – 3:1 – 4:1 

• There will be no competent leaders – 3:1-7 

– All leaders will be taken away – 3:1-3 

• Great men are not the source of any nation’s 
greatness 

• Conquerors carried craftsmen and leaders in to exile 
– Example: 2 Kings 24:14 

– To leave no one behind capable of rebelling 

– To benefit from their skills 
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The Foolishness of  
Exalting Men – 3:1 – 4:1 

• There will be no competent leaders – 3:1-7 

– All leaders will be taken away – 3:1-3 

• Great men are not the source of any nation’s 
greatness 

• Conquerors carried craftsmen and leaders in to exile 
– Example: 2 Kings 24:14 

– To leave no one behind capable of rebelling 

– To benefit from their skills 

– Boys will become their officials – 3:4-5 

– No one will want to lead – 3:6-7 
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Leaders Who Plunder Their Own 
People – 3:8-15 

• Ignore God’s leadership – 3:8 

• Are open about their sin – 3:9 

• Will reap what they sow – 3:10-11 

• Will be called to account – 3:12-15 
– Crushing the people of God 

– Plundering the poor 

– Grinding the faces of the poor 

• Ezekiel 34:2 – should not shepherds take care 
of the flock? 

 
68 



Leaders Who Plunder Their Own 
People – 3:8-15 

• Ignore God’s leadership – 3:8 

• Are open about their sin – 3:9 

• Will reap what they sow – 3:10-11 

• Will be called to account – 3:12-15 
– Crushing the people of God 

– Plundering the poor 

– Grinding the faces of the poor 

• Ezekiel 34:2 – should not shepherds take care 
of the flock? 

 
69 



Leaders Who Plunder Their Own 
People – 3:8-15 

• Ignore God’s leadership – 3:8 

• Are open about their sin – 3:9 

• Will reap what they sow – 3:10-11 

• Will be called to account – 3:12-15 
– Crushing the people of God 

– Plundering the poor 

– Grinding the faces of the poor 

• Ezekiel 34:2 – should not shepherds take care 
of the flock? 

 
70 



Leaders Who Plunder Their Own 
People – 3:8-15 

• Ignore God’s leadership – 3:8 

• Are open about their sin – 3:9 

• Will reap what they sow – 3:10-11 

• Will be called to account – 3:12-15 
– Crushing the people of God 

– Plundering the poor 

– Grinding the faces of the poor 

• Ezekiel 34:2 – should not shepherds take care 
of the flock? 

 
71 



Leaders Who Plunder Their Own 
People – 3:8-15 

• Ignore God’s leadership – 3:8 

• Are open about their sin – 3:9 

• Will reap what they sow – 3:10-11 

• Will be called to account – 3:12-15 
– Crushing the people of God 

– Plundering the poor 

– Grinding the faces of the poor 

• Ezekiel 34:2 – should not shepherds take care 
of the flock? 

 
72 



Leaders Who Plunder Their Own 
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• Ignore God’s leadership – 3:8 
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The Haughty Women  
of Zion – 3:16 – 4:1 

• Their characteristics – 3:16 

– Proud and haughty 

– Flirting eyes and steps that pretend elegance 

– Fine dress 
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The Haughty Women  
of Zion – 3:16 – 4:1 

• Their characteristics – 3:16 

– Proud and haughty 

– Flirting eyes and steps that pretend elegance 

– Fine dress 

• Their judgment – 3:17 – 4:1 

– Disgrace 

– Loss of income, security, social status 
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Jerusalem the Purged – 4:2-6 

• God said He would purge Jerusalem – 1:25 

• He describes that in 3:1 – 4:1 

• Now He will show it after the purging – 4:4-6 
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The Branch – 4:2-3 

• The Messiah 
• Early Jewish targum 

• Traditional view, and held by many modern writers 

• The righteous remnant 
• Perhaps related to Assyria’s attack on Judah 

• Perhaps related to the Babylonian captivity 

• The Messiah and the righteous remnant 
• Double Fulfillment says primarily the righteous remnant 

• Progressive points to figures that change through Isaiah 

• A fertile land with abundant crops 
• Most modern commentators hold this view 
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The Branch – 4:2-3 

• Looking at the context 
• When? In that day – 4:2. 
• What day has he been talking about? 

• Arrogant eyes humbled on that day – 2:11 
• Arrogance brought low on that day – 2:17 
• In that day men throw their idols to rodents – 2:20 
• In that day men cry do not make me the leader – 3:7 
• In that day the Lord will snatch their finery – 3:18 
• In that day seven women will take one man – 4:1 

• “That day” in 4:2 is the same as “that day” in 4:1 
• What day is it? 
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The Branch – 4:2-3 
• What day is “that day?” Two events occur: 

– Purging 

• NIV  Isaiah 1:25 I will turn my hand against you; I will thoroughly 
purge away your dross and remove all your impurities.  

• NIV  Isaiah 2:12 The LORD Almighty has a day in store for all the 
proud and lofty, for all that is exalted (and they will be humbled), 

– Learning righteousness 

• NIV  Isaiah 26:9b When your judgments come upon the earth, the 
people of the world learn righteousness.   

• A figure of speech, not a single day 
– Probably refers to the Babylonian captivity 
– Others say it refers to the Assyrian invasion 
– Some say it is a “timeless message” 
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The Branch – 4:2-3 

• The results of Jerusalem purged and learning 
righteousness 
– The branch will be beautiful and glorious – 4:2 

– “Those who remain in Jerusalem” 
• Holy – 4:3 

• Filth washed away – 4:4 

• Bloodstains cleansed – 4:4 

• That fulfills God’s purpose of removing the dross 
(1:25) and teaching righteousness (26:9b) 

• Purpose – to bring us to a new holiness 

91 



The Branch – 4:2-3 

• The results of Jerusalem purged and learning 
righteousness 
– The branch will be beautiful and glorious – 4:2 

– “Those who remain in Jerusalem” 
• Holy – 4:3 

• Filth washed away – 4:4 

• Bloodstains cleansed – 4:4 

• That fulfills God’s purpose of removing the dross 
(1:25) and teaching righteousness (26:9b) 

• Purpose – to bring us to a new holiness 

92 



The Branch – 4:2-3 

• The results of Jerusalem purged and learning 
righteousness 
– The branch will be beautiful and glorious – 4:2 

– “Those who remain in Jerusalem” 
• Holy – 4:3 

• Filth washed away – 4:4 

• Bloodstains cleansed – 4:4 

• That fulfills God’s purpose of removing the dross 
(1:25) and teaching righteousness (26:9b) 

• Purpose – to bring us to a new holiness 

93 



Two Images of God’s Blessing – 4:5-6 

• God’s presence with them – 4:5a 

– Like the fire and smoke in the wilderness 

– It showed God would be with them 

• The Feast of the Tabernacles – 4:5b-6 

– The most joyous feast in the Old Testament 

– God offers to share His own shelter with them 

• Or the last image some think is a bridal 
canopy 
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Assignments for This Week 

Read Isaiah 5-6 

Read again Isaiah 2-4 
If you have web access, review the 
PowerPoints as you read 

Consider inviting someone else 
to class 

97 


