
Isaiah 

Understanding Isaiah 

Part 2 



The World of Isaiah 

• At the beginning of Isaiah’s ministry… 

– A time of peace and prosperity 

– A time of great moral corruption 
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• The world would not long stay at peace, 
because of the superpower Assyria 
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World Powers and Politics 



Four Crisis Periods in Isaiah 

1. Syria and Ephraim fight against Judah (735) 

– Alliance: Pekah of Israel and Rezin of Aram 
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Four Crisis Periods in Isaiah 

2. Assyria destroys Israel (721) 

– Hoshea of Israel rebelled against Assyria 

– Sennacherib of Assyria destroyed Israel 

– Israel would never again exist as an independent 
nation 
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Four Crisis Periods in Isaiah 

2. Assyria destroys Israel (721) 

– Hoshea of Israel rebelled against Assyria 

– Sennacherib of Assyria destroyed Israel 

– Israel would never again exist as an independent 
nation 

3. Assyria invades Judah (701) 

– The most serious crisis during Isaiah’s lifetime 

– Isaiah chapters 36-37 
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Four Crisis Periods in Isaiah 

4. Babylon destroys Jerusalem (586) 

– Took place over 100 years after Isaiah’s death 

– One of the most significant events in OT history 

– Isaiah wrote much about this in chapters 40 – 66 
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The Structure of Isaiah 

• Three major parts 
– Chapters 1 – 6 Introduction 

• An introduction to the book of Isaiah 
• Show us what the rest of the book will deal with 

– Chapters 7-39 Who will you trust? 
• Events that take place during Isaiah’s lifetime 
• Deals with events in Isaiah’s day 
• Begins and ends with two kings facing difficult decisions and 

making different choices 

– Chapters 40-66 Comfort, hope, and holiness 
• Deals with the Babylonian captivity 
• Shows us what God is working out in history 
• Talks about the Servant 
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Isaiah 

Section 1 

Israel’s Spiritual Condition 



Two Contrasting Thoughts 

• Israel is not God’s Servant 
– She hasn’t lived up to the covenant (chapter 1) 

– Three pictures of Jerusalem (chapters 2 – 4) 
• Jerusalem as God intended 

• Jerusalem as she actually is 

• Jerusalem as she will be after God purges her 

– The Song of the Vineyard (chapter 5) 

• Israel could be God’s servant 
– Isaiah’s example shows how (chapter 6) 
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Preface – 1:1 

• Chapters 1-6 are an introduction to the entire 
book of Isaiah 

• Verse 1 does 3 things: 
– It tells us we should read Isaiah as a book of 

prophecy 

– It tells us the date 
• The corrupt 8th century 

• Isaiah and Micah in Judah; Hosea and Amos in Israel 

– It tells us that the book is primarily for Judah and 
Jerusalem 
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Covenants 

• An agreement between two parties 

• Standard practice in that day 

• Blessings and curses for keeping the covenant 

• Covenant curses 

– A way to say you can trust me; this is how serious 
I am 

• See Deut 5; Lev 28 – 30; Deut 28 - 30 
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God’s Covenant Lawsuit -- 1:2-31 

• God takes His people to court for not living up 
to the covenant 

• The Cast 

– Defendant = Judah, called Israel 

– Plaintiff  = God, who’s been offended 

– Lawyer for God = Isaiah 

– Witnesses = Heaven and earth 
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The Covenant -- Deut 29 – 30 

– Purpose 
• Carefully follow the terms so that you may prosper in 

everything you do -- 29:9 

• Choose life – 30:19 - 20 

– Terms 
• Confirms you as God’s people -- 29:13 

• Do not turn away from the Lord to the gods of the nations -
- 29:18 

– Blessings and curses – 29:19 – 29 

– And uniquely… 

– When you repent, God will restore you –30:2 - 6 
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• Facts these witnesses attest to 

Witnesses – Deut 30:19-20 

• Witnesses 

34 

– Heaven and Earth 30:19 

– NIV  Deuteronomy 30:19 This day I call heaven and 
earth as witnesses against you that I have set 
before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Now choose life, so that you and your children 
may live 20 and that you may love the LORD your 
God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For 
the LORD is your life, 
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Fact 1 
Israel had a choice 

between life and death 
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– Heaven and Earth 30:19 

– NIV  Deuteronomy 30:19 This day I call heaven and 
earth as witnesses against you that I have set 
before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Now choose life, so that you and your children 
may live 20 and that you may love the LORD your 
God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For 
the LORD is your life, 

 

Fact 2 
God encourages them to 

choose life 



Witnesses – Deut 30:19-20 

• Witnesses 

37 

– Heaven and Earth 30:19 

– NIV  Deuteronomy 30:19 This day I call heaven and 
earth as witnesses against you that I have set 
before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Now choose life, so that you and your children 
may live 20 and that you may love the LORD your 
God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For 
the LORD is your life, 

 

• Facts these witnesses attest to 

Fact 3 
God promised to be  

their life 



The Charges 

• Two of Isaiah’s vivid pictures 

• Rebellious children 
– God was a good parent nurturing his children 

– They rebelled against him 

• People who don’t understand 
– Even the dumbest ox and the most stubborn 

mule know where their livelihood comes from 

– Yet Israel doesn’t know, though they should – 
Exodus 6:7 
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Lament over Israel – 1:4-9 

• Alas! – 1:4 

– They are corrupt 

– They have spurned the Holy One of Israel 

– They have turned their backs on God 

• Two vivid word pictures that describe them 

– 1:5-6 

– Rebellion: a forsaken conquered nation – 1:7-9 
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Lament over Israel – 1:4-9 

• Alas! – 1:4 

– They are corrupt 

– They have spurned the Holy One of Israel 

– They have turned their backs on God 

• Two vivid word pictures that describe them 

– War: a wounded nation – 1:5-6 

– 1:7-9 
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Their Defense 

• Their defense is not in the text – but it’s clear 
from God’s response 

• Based on verses 10-15, what appears to be 
their response? 
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– We sacrifice regularly in the temple 

– We bring incense 

– We appear at all the appointed feasts 

– We pray regularly 

 



God’s Response – 1:10-15 

• You are like Sodom and Gomorrah 

– One of Sodom’s overlooked sins – Ezek 16:49 

• Arrogant, overfed, and unconcerned 

• Did not help the poor and needy 

• Haughty and did detestable things before me 

• The Burnt Offering 

– A sacrifice of consecration, not atonement 

– Their lives were anything but consecrated 
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What God Just Can’t Stand – 1:12-15 

• All you accomplish is trampling down my 
courts – 1:12 

• I cannot endure iniquity and solemn 
assembly – 1:13-14 

• Result? Your prayers are not heard – 1:15 
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What God Truly Likes! – 1:16-20 

• Wash and make yourselves clean! How? 

49 

• Encourage the oppressed 

• Defend the orphan 

• Plead for the widow 

 

– Quit doing evil! 

– Learn to do good! 

– Seek justice! 
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• Encourage the oppressed 

• Defend the orphan 

• Plead for the widow 

 

– Quit doing evil! 

– Learn to do good! 

– Seek justice! 



God’s Offer – 1:18 

• Come let us reason together… 

52 

• God offered forgiveness even for the worst 
sins 

• Keep that in mind as we go through Isaiah 

– Means “let us determine what is right” 

– Let’s get this relationship back on track 



The Wisdom of Obedience – 1:18-20 

53 

Though your sins are as scarlet… 
Though they are red as crimson… 



The Wisdom of Obedience – 1:18-20 
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Though your sins are as scarlet… 
Though they are red as crimson… 

Corruption – 1:4 
Turned backs on God – 1:4 
Rebellious – 1:5 
Murder – 2:1 
Rulers pursue bribes – 2:23 
No Justice – 2:23 



The Wisdom of Obedience – 1:18-20 
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Though your sins are as scarlet… 
Though they are red as crimson… 

…they shall be as white as snow 
…they shall be as wool 



The Charge in 3 Images – 1:21 - 23 

• The faithful wife (city) has become a 
prostitute 

– Went from “justice & righteousness” to murders 
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• Impure like dross of silver or diluted wine 

• Rulers are rebels 



God’s Plan to Purge– 1:24 - 27 

• To purge, i.e. purify, the pollution 

• Restore righteous judges in place of rebel 
rulers 
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Harlot 
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Rebels and Sinners – 1:28 - 31 

• If Zion is redeemed with justice, then those 
Zion is redeemed from must be dealt with 

– He will purify those who will be purified 

– Those who persist in rebellion, detestable 
idolatry, stealing from orphans and widows, etc. 
must be dealt with 
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Rebels and Sinners – 1:28 - 31 

• Vivid picture of worshiping a created thing 

– An oak with dead leaves 

– A garden dry and dead without water 
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Isaiah is about Choices 

• Justice and righteousness vs. injustice and 
unrighteousness 

• Trusting in the nations vs. trusting in God 

• Being God’s servant to show the nations his 
glory 
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Assignment for Next Week 

Read Isaiah 2 - 4 
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