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Reading Guide and Outline of the Book of Isaiah 

Dale Lundy 

Think of Isaiah in 3 parts:  

 Part 1 is the introduction. It sets the stage for the entire book. 

 Part 2 asks the question – whom should I trust? It deals with events in Isaiah’s day. 

 Part 3 deals with events in the Babylonian captivity (100 years and more after Isaiah’s time) and what God 

is working out in history. 

Part One: Introduction (Chapters 1-6) 

Section 1: Introduction (chapters 1-6)  Israel’s Spiritual Condition 

A. Israel is not God’s servant (chapters 1-5) 

1. The Covenant Lawsuit (chapter 1) 

2. The Three Jerusalems (chapters 2-4) 

 Hope Oracle: Jerusalem as God intended (2:1-4) 

 Woe Oracle: Jerusalem as it actually is (2:5-4:1) 

 Hope Oracle: Jerusalem after God purges it (4:2-6) 

3. The Song of the Vineyard (chapter 5) 

B. The call of Isaiah – what it means to be God’s servant (chapter 6) 

Chapters 1-6 are the introduction to the entire book of Isaiah. Chapters 1-5 make it clear that 

Israel is not God’s servant. The Covenant Lawsuit is the foundation for the judgments on Israel 

and Judah later in the book. The three pictures of Jerusalem shows it pure as it was meant to be, 

corrupt as it actually was, but restored as God intends for it to be. The Song of the Vineyard 

shows what God expected, what he received, and why judgment is necessary. Chapter 6 shows 

God’s holiness, a stark contrast to the picture of Israel in the first 5 chapters. What does it take 

for an unclean nation to be God’s servant? Isaiah is the example of that. He is an unclean man 

made clean by God. Then, when God needs someone to send, Isaiah volunteers to be a servant. 

That is the picture of what God calls Israel and Judah to throughout the book. 

Part Two: Choosing Whom to Trust (Chapters 7-37) 

Section 2: Ahaz—Trusting God or the Nations? (chapters 7-12)  

A. Four Sons as Signs (7:1-9:7) 

1. Son #1: A-REMNANT-SHALL-RETURN / Shear-jashub) (7:1-9) 

2. Son #2: GOD-WITH-US / Immanu-el (7:10-7:25) 

3. Son #3: SPEEDING-TO-THE-SPOIL-HURRYING-TO-THE-PLUNDER / Maher-shalal-hash-baz 

(8:1-9:1) 

4. Son #4: WONDERFUL-COUNSELOR-MIGHTY-GOD-EVERLASTING-FATHER-PRINCE-OF-

PEACE (Pele-yoets-el-gibbor-abi-ad-sar-shalom) (9:2-7) 
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 A-REMNANT-SHALL-RETURN (Shear-jashub) was a warning against their 

unfaithfulness, and a promise of God’s faithfulness. Only a remnant would 

return because of their unbelief. Yet despite their unbelief, a remnant would 

return. 

 GOD-WITH-US (Immanu-el) was to be a sign of God with them to save them 

from Ephraim and Damascus; because Ahaz refused to believe it would be God 

with them to judge them. Assyria would come over the land like a flood 

reaching Judah even up to the neck. Yet even then God would be with them to 

save them and not allow them to be totally destroyed. 

 SPEEDING-TO-THE-PLUNDER-HURRYING-TO-THE-SPOIL (Maher-shalal-hash-az) 

was a sign that God would deliver Judah from Ephraim and Damascus 

 WONDERFUL-COUNSELOR-MIGHTY-GOD-EVERLASTING-FATHER-PRINCE-OF-

PEACE (Pele-yoets-el-gibbor-abi-ad-sar-shalom) was a promise that a king would 

come to free them from oppression and rule wisely and righteously 

B. God’s Unheard Message to Ephraim (9:8-10:4) 

1. STANZA 1: Ephraim’s Pride (9 :8-12) 

2. STANZA 2: Wrong-way Leaders; Wrong-way Followers (9 :13-17) 

3. STANZA 3: The Blaze where Brother Devours Brother (9 :18-21) 

4. STANZA 4 :God’s Message to Ephraim (10 :1-4) 

God tries to reach the northern kingdom (known as Ephraim, Samaria, or Israel) in one 

way after another. Each stanza ends with “his hand is stretched out still.” Why? Because 

they will not listen to the message he is sending. What is the message? The last stanza 

tells us plainly. They make unjust laws to make it legal to take from the poor. They prey 

on the fatherless and the widows. If the poor can’t depend on you for help, who will you 

depend on when your sins catch up with you? 

C. The Story of Two Forests (10:5 – 11:16) 

1. A forest destroyed: Assyria (10:5-34) 

2. The shoot from Jesse: Israel (11:1-16) 

Assyria was like a saw who believed it was greater than the carpenter. God sent her to 

punish, but she chose to destroy. She herself would be like a forest destroyed.  Judah 

would also be a forest cut down to stumps, but from one of the stumps would come a 

shoot that would restore them. As a result, with joy they will draw water from the wells 

of salvation and praise the Lord who has done excellent things. 

D. Song of Trust and Thanksgiving (chapter 12) 

Section 3: Oracles of Judgment to the Nations: Why you can’t trust them (chapters 13 – 23) 

A. Babylon and Assyria (13:1-14:27) 

B. Philistia (14:28-32) 

C. Moab (chapters 15 - 16) 
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D. Syria and Ephraim (17:1-14) 

E. Interlude: Raging Nations Flee Before God (17:12-14) 

F. Cush (chapter 18) 

G. Egypt (chapter 19) 

H. Cush and Egypt (20:1-6) 

I. Babylon (21:1-10) 

J. Dumah and Edom (21:11-12) 

K. Arabia (21:13-17) 

L. Judah (chapter 22) 

M. Tyre (chapter 23) 

Ahaz refused to trust God, instead going to Assyria for help. Isaiah gives oracles of judgment 

against the nations which do two things. First, they tell Israel not to rely on the nations for help, 

because they can’t help her. They are under God’s judgment themselves. Second, the fact that 

Judah appears on the list is a message to Judah that simply being children of Abraham will not 

allow them to escape if they continue to live in disbelief and continue to have no concern for the 

poor and helpless. 

Section 4: A Tale of Two Cities (chapters 24 – 27) 

A. The City of Chaos: Destruction (chapters 24 – 25) 

1. Overthrow of the City of Chaos (24) 

2. Rejoicing at the Overthrow (25) 

B. The City of God: Restoration (chapter 26 and 27) 

1. Song of the City of God (26:1-27:1) 

2. Restoration of Israel (27:2-13) 

This section is a tale of two cities. First we see the City of Man or the City of Chaos. It is 

of the earth and God will destroy it. When he does it will be a time of joy, a banquet of 

blessing and deliverance. The second is the City of God. The Song of the City of God will 

be sung in Judah thanking God for his faithfulness and deliverance. This is good reason 

to trust God, not the nations, for deliverance. Note that 26:9b is a KEY VERSE in 

understanding Isaiah. God does not intend to destroy Israel with his judgments but to 

cleanse and restore her. 

Section 5: The Folly of Trusting in the Nations (chapters 28-39) 

A. Six Woes on the Rebellious: the Results of Bad Leadership (chapters 28 – 33) 

1. WOE 1: To the Drunken Rulers of Ephraim (chapter 28) 

2. WOE 2: To Ariel / Jerusalem (29:1-14) 

3. WOE 3: To Those who Hide Their Plans from the Lord (29:15-24) 

4. WOE 4: To the rebellious children (chapter 30) 

5. WOE 5: To those who go to Egypt for help (chapter 31) 
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6. Interlude: Behold the King (chapter 32) 

 The Noble Leader (32:1-8) 

 Wicked Women and Bad Days (32:9-14) 

 Penitent People and Good Days (32:15-20) 

7. WOE 6: To Assyria (chapter 33) 

B. Trusting God or the Nations (chapters 34-35) 

1. Trust in the World and Find Desolation –Edom (chapter 34) 

2. Trust in God and Find Abundance, Blessing, and Holiness –Judah (chapter 35) 

Section 6: Hezekiah—Trusting God or the Nations? (Chapters 36-39) 

A. Hezekiah’s Response to Assyria (36-37)  

B. Hezekiah’s Pride and Babylon (38-39) 

This part of Isaiah (chapters 7-39) began with one king (Ahaz) facing a choice. He chose to trust 

Assyria. It ends with a second king (Hezekiah) facing a choice. He chose to trust God, though 

imperfectly. God demonstrates clearly that He can be trusted. Therefore, Israel should learn 

holiness and righteousness and be God’s servant. Yet even Hezekiah was lifted up with pride. 

How can Israel be God’s servant? 

Part Three: Comfort, Hope, and Holiness (Chapters 40-66) 

Section 6: God will Comfort, Rescue, and Remember His Purpose (chapters 40-48)  

A. God has the Desire and the Ability to Deliver His People (chapter 40) 

1. Does God want to deliver us? (40:1-11) 

2. Can God deliver us? (40:12-26) – The answer is repeated twice below 

3. God strengthens the weary (40:27-31) 

B. Babylon’s Fall through Cyrus will show that God has Chosen his People (41-48) 

1. God is Lord; the Nations and their Idols are not (41:1 – 42:9) 

 The nations cannot refute God’s lordship (41:1-7) 

 Israel should not fear: she is God’s chosen servant (41:8-20) 

Notice he says you are my servant (8, 9), I have chosen you (8, 9), I will uphold you (10), 

I am the Lord your God (13), I will help you (13), I will help you (14), I am your redeemer 

(14). God gives them every reason not to fear. 

 Challenge to the Idols – Do something, anything! (41:21-24) 

 God has stirred up one from the north (Cyrus) to deliver his people (41:25-29) 

 God will use his chosen servant to bring light to the nations (42:1-9) 
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2. God is your rescuer, not idols (42:10-47:15) 

 God is your rescuer, yet you are blind and deaf (42:10-25) 

 I will rescue you in the future as I did in the past (43:1-44:5) 

 Trusting in Idols is foolish; remember the Lord (44:6-23) 

 I will choose Cyrus to deliver you (44:24-45:19) 

 God can save; idols cannot (45:20-47:15) 

C. God’s pleas to stubborn Israel: Listen! (48) 

Judah is captive in Babylon because of their sin. The temple is destroyed. Yes, God may have 

delivered them from Assyria. But, given their continued unfaithfulness does He even want to 

deliver them from Babylon? The answer? He not only wants to deliver them—He can! Like the 

two kings Ahaz and Hezekiah, they must make a choice whom to trust. They should trust Him, for 

He has chosen them to be His servant. This will be made very plain because he tells them 

specifically what will happen long before it does—something the idols cannot do! 

Section 7: The Work and Results of the Servant (49-55) 

A.  The Servant’s calling and Work (49:1-13) 

The servant’s calling is to restore Israel and be a light to the Gentiles. 

B. The Servant is not Forgotten (49:14-50:3) 

The Lord cannot forget or lose compassion. He will bless and restore. The reason they are 

suffering is because of their sins – it is not because God cannot save. [Caution: do not make the 

mistake of thinking this is the only reason God seems not to hear. It was in this specific case, but 

is not in every case.] 

C. Listen to the Servant who Trusts in God (50:4-51:8) 

Trust in God and walk in the light. Listen to the servant who trusts God. As surely as God blessed 

Abraham, he can bless you. 

D. Awake and be Delivered! (51:9-52:12) 

1. The arm of the Lord (51:9-16) 

2. The cup of God’s wrath (51:17-23) 

3. Redemption from Babylon (52) 

E. Salvation through the Servant (52:13-53:12) 

1. STANZA 1: The Glory, Majesty, and Exaltation of the Servant (52:13-15) 

2. STANZA 2: The Rejection of the Servant (53:1-3) 

3. STANZA 3: The Substitutionary Atoning Suffering of the Servant 53:4-6 

4. STANZA 4: The Rejection of the Servant (53:7-9) 

5. STANZA 5: The Glory, Majesty, and Exaltation of the Servant (53:10-12) 
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F. Results of What the Servant does (54:1-55:13) 

1. A Wife Restored (54:1-10) 

2. A City Rebuilt (54:11-17) 

3. The Thirsty Drink (55:1-5) 

4. God’s Word will accomplish its Purpose to do all these things (55:6-13) 

What can be done about the sin that caused them to be captives in Babylon in the first 

place? Cyrus may have been God’s tool for political deliverance; the Servant was the one 

who would restore Israel. Chapters 54-55 give us incredible pictures of what God’s 

restoration is like, as well as a promise that it is certain. 

Section 8: Hope and Holiness; Sin and Judgment (56-66) 

A. Contriteness and Righteousness: The Path to Peace (56:1-57:21) 

1. Obedience matters, not birthright (56:1-8) 

2. Corrupt Leaders (56:9-57:10) 

3. God or Idols? (57:11-13) 

4. Peace for the contrite; no peace for the wicked (57:14-21) 

B. Righteousness over Ritual (58:1-59:21) 

1. The fasts you choose vs. the fasts I choose (58:1-14) 

2. The effects of sin: no deliverance or justice (59:1-15a) 

3. God’s own arm brings victory (59:15-21) 

C. God’s Holy People (60:1-62:12) 

1. The glory of Zion (60:1-22) 

2. The Year of the Lord’s Favor (61:1-11) 

3. A New Name (62:1-12) 

D. God’s Faithfulness (63:1-65:16) 

1. Their Rebellion; His Faithfulness (63:1-14) 

2. Israel’s Cries for help (63:15-64:12) 

3. God’s Response to their Cries (65:1-16) 

E. Hope and Judgment (65:17-66:24) 

 


