
Isaiah 

Understanding Isaiah 



1 

• If you want e-mail notifications, provide your 
e-mail on the class roll 

2 
• Read Isaiah once at your own pace 

3 
• Read ahead each week for the next lesson 

4 
•Download the Reading Guide and Outline 

5 
•Dowload the Guide to the Nations 

To get the most out of this class 

http://lafayettechurch.org/2012/09/10/fall-
2012-adult-bible-classes/ 
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Why Study Isaiah? 

2 Timothy 3: 14 - 17 
• Timothy learned the Old Testament 
• “Continue in what you learned” means 

Let it keep on shaping how you live! 

Make wise to salvation Equip for doing good 

•  Eyes that see 
•  Ears that hear 
•  A heart that understands 

•  Teaching 
•  Rebuking 
•  Correcting 
•  Training in Righteousness 
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Why Study Isaiah? 

1 Peter 1:10 - 12 

 
NIV  1 Peter 1:10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who 
spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently 
and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and 
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing 
when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that 
would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not 
serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that 
have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel 
to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to 
look into these things. 
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Nations 
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Why Study Isaiah? 

God’s Promise to Abraham 
His intent for Israel 
Gen 22 et al. Descendants 

Bless all 
Nations 

The actual 
history of Israel 

Ahaz, 
Manasseh, 

Jehoiakim, etc. 
Isaiah tells us how, in 
the face of this, God 
unfolds His purpose. 



Why Study Isaiah? 

NIV  John 12:37 Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous 
signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him. 38 This 
was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: "Lord, who has 
believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed?" 39 For this reason they could not believe, 
because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: 40 "He has blinded their eyes 
and deadened their hearts, so they can neither see with their 
eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn--and I would 
heal them." 41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and 
spoke about him.  

John 12:37 - 41 



Reading Isaiah 

Isaiah is not in chronological order 

It contains very interesting history 

Much of Isaiah is poetry 

Isaiah speaks of his day, but also beyond 

Isaiah uses very vivid pictures 
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The Man Isaiah 

• His name 

– means “Yahweh Saves” or “Jehovah Saves” 

– Isaiah and his children were signs and symbols 
(8:18) 

 

• His family life 

– He is married 

– He has at least two children, possibly four 

 

 



The Man Isaiah 

• His ministry 

– He was a city prophet, not a country prophet 

– He prophesied to kings and their courts 

 



Historical Background 

Isaiah was the most international prophet 
in the Bible 

He prophesied to or about every powerful 

nation in the world! 

Egypt 

Assyria 

The focus of his prophecy was Judah and 

Jerusalem (1:1) 
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Date and Chronology 

• Beginning of his prophecy 

– About 742 BC 

– The year King Uzziah died (6:1) 

• Duration of his prophecy 

– Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah (1:1) 

– Probably lived during the reign of Manasseh 
after the book was written 
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Isaiah and King Manasseh 

• Manasseh’s vicious reputation 
 
 
 
 

• Tradition says that Manasseh killed Isaiah 

– The Ascension of Isaiah says Manasseh killed him but this kind of 
literature is generally not reliable. 

– The Babylonian Talmud and the Jerusalem Talmud say that Isaiah 
was sawn in two. 

– Hebrews 11:37 says some great men of faith were sawn in two. 

• We don’t have enough information to know if this story is true or 
not. 

 
 
 
 

NIV  2 Kings 21:16 Moreover, Manasseh also shed so much innocent blood that 
he filled Jerusalem from end to end--besides the sin that he had caused Judah 
to commit, so that they did evil in the eyes of the LORD.  
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Tools Available 

• Reading Guide and Outline 

– Use this to help see how what you read is part of 
the big picture 

• Guide to the Nations 

– Use this to help understand who Isaiah is talking 
about throughout the book 



Assignment for Next Week 

Read Isaiah 1 


