
Our Prayer 
1 John 5:13-17 

 



1 John 5:16 NIV 

“If you see any brother or sister commit  

a sin….” 



1 John 5:16 NIV 

“If you see any brother or sister commit a 

sin that does not lead to death….” 



1 John 5:16b-17 NIV 

“There is a sin that leads to death. I am 

not saying that you should pray about 

that. All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin 

that does not lead to death.” 



Jeremiah 7:15-17 

“I will thrust you from my presence, just as 

I did all your fellow Israelites, the people 

of Ephraim.’ “So do not pray for this 

people nor offer any plea or petition for 

them; do not plead with me, for I will not 

listen to you. Do you not see what they 

are doing in the towns of Judah and in the 

streets of Jerusalem?” 



Jeremiah 11:13 

“You, Judah, have as many gods as you 

have towns; and the altars you have set 

up to burn incense to that shameful god 

Baal are as many as the streets of 

Jerusalem.” 



Jeremiah 11:14 

 “Do not pray for this people or offer any 

plea or petition for them, because I will 

not listen when they call to me in the time 

of their distress.” 



1 John 5:16b-17 NIV 

“There is a sin that leads to death. I am 

not saying that you should pray about 

that. All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin 

that does not lead to death.” 



1 John 5:16 NIV 

“If you see any brother or sister commit a 

sin that does not lead to death, you 

should pray and God will give them life. I 

refer to those whose sin does not lead to 

death. There is a sin that leads to death. I 

am not saying that you should pray about 

that.” 



Entering the Mystery 

Exactly how does prayer 

benefit someone other 

than the pray-er? 

p. 301 



Erasmus  

His students and 

the hot debate 

topic in 1493 



Matthew 5:43-45 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love 

your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I 

tell you, love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you, that you may 

be children of your Father in heaven. He 

causes his sun to rise on the evil and the 

good, and sends rain on the righteous 

and the unrighteous.” 





Colossians 4:12 

“Epaphras, who is one of you and a 

servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. 

He is always wrestling in prayer for you, 

that you may stand firm in all the will of 

God, mature and fully assured.” 



“A friend  

of mine  

in another city  

is consulting  

a divorce  

lawyer. . .” 

Yancey, p. 308 



John 17:11 

“I will remain in the world no longer, but 

they are still in the world, and I am coming 

to you. Holy Father, protect them by the 

power of your name, the name you gave 

me, so that they may be one as we are 

one.” 



John 17:15 

“My prayer is not that you take them out 

of the world but that you protect them 

from the evil one.” 



John 17:20-21 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray 

also for those who will believe in me 

through their message, that all of them 

may be one, Father, just as you are in me 

and I am in you. May they also be in us so 

that the world may believe that you have 

sent me.” 



John 17:23 

“I in them and you in me—so that they 

may be brought to complete unity. Then 

the world will know that you sent me and 

have loved them even as you have loved 

me.” 





1 John 5:16 NIV 

“If you see any brother or sister commit a 

sin that does not lead to death, you 

should pray and God will give them life. I 

refer to those whose sin does not lead to 

death. There is a sin that leads to death. I 

am not saying that you should pray about 

that.” 
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