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A Different Kind of Assembly 
…the Israelites gathered together, 

fasting and wearing sackcloth and 

putting dust on their heads. Those of 

Israelite descent had separated 

themselves from all foreigners. They 

stood in their places and confessed  

their sins and the sins of their  

ancestors. 

Nehemiah 9:1-2 



A Different Kind of Assembly 
They stood where they were and read from 

the Book of the Law of the LORD their God 

for a quarter of the day, and spent another 

quarter in confession and in worshiping the 

LORD their God.  Standing on the stairs of 

the Levites were Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, 

Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani and 

Kenani. They cried out with loud  

voices to the LORD their God. 

Nehemiah 9:3-4 



A Different Kind of Assembly 
And the Levites—Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, 

Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, 

Shebaniah and Pethahiah—said: ―Stand 

up and praise the LORD your God, who is 

from everlasting to everlasting.‖ 

   ―Blessed be your glorious name, and 

may it be exalted above all  

blessing and praise. 

Nehemiah 9:5 



God‘s Faithfulness 
• You alone are God 

• You created everything 

• You give life 

• You are praised by all creation 

Nehemiah 9:6 



God‘s Faithfulness 
• You are the Lord 

• You chose, brought out, and named 

Abraham 

• You found faith in his heart 

• You made a covenant with him 

• You kept Your promises 

Nehemiah 9:7-8 



God‘s Faithfulness 
• You saw our suffering 

• You heard our cries 

• You sent signs and wonders 

• You made a reputation for Yourself 

• You parted the sea 

• You led us: sea, cloud, fire 

Nehemiah 9:9-12 



God‘s Faithfulness 
• You came down on Sinai 

• You spoke 

• You provided a good law 

• You gave bread and water 

• You gifted a land 

Nehemiah 9:13-15 



Our Response 
• They became arrogant 

• They did not obey 

• They refused to remember miracles 

• They became more rebellious 

• They wanted to go back 

• They worshiped a golden calf 

• They blasphemed 

Nehemiah 9:16-17 



God‘s Faithfulness 
• You are forgiving 

• You are gracious 

• You are compassionate 

• You are slow to anger 

• You are abounding in love 

• You did not desert them 

Nehemiah 9:17 



God‘s Faithfulness 
• You did not abandon 

• You did not stop leading them 

• You gave Your Spirit 

• You continued to provide 

• You sustained them 

• You gave kingdoms 

• You blessed numbers 

• You gave land 

Nehemiah 9:19-24 



Nehemiah 9:25 
They captured fortified cities and fertile 

land; they took possession of houses 

filled with all kinds of good things, wells 

already dug, vineyards, olive groves 

and fruit trees in abundance. They ate to 

the full and were well-nourished; they 

reveled in your great goodness. 



Our Response 
• They were disobedient 

• They rebelled 

• They turned their backs on You 

• They committed blasphemies 

Nehemiah 9:26 



Nehemiah 9:27 
So you delivered them into the hands of 

their enemies, who oppressed them. But 

when they were oppressed they cried 

out to you. From heaven you heard 

them, and in your great compassion you 

gave them deliverers, who rescued 

them from the hand of their enemies. 



Nehemiah 9:28 
―But as soon as they were at rest, they 

again did what was evil in your sight. 

Then you abandoned them to the hand 

of their enemies so that they ruled over 

them. And when they cried out to you 

again, you heard from heaven, and in 

your compassion you delivered them 

time after time. 



Nehemiah 9:29 
―You warned them in order to turn them 

back to your law, but they became 

arrogant and disobeyed your 

commands. They sinned against your 

ordinances, of which you said, ‗The 

person who obeys them will live by 

them.‘ Stubbornly they turned their 

backs on you, became stiff-necked and 

refused to listen. 



Nehemiah 9:30 
For many years you were patient with 

them. By your Spirit you warned them 

through your prophets. Yet they paid no 

attention, so you gave them into the 

hands of the neighboring peoples.  



Nehemiah 9:31 
But in your great mercy you did not put 

an end to them or abandon them, for 

you are a gracious and merciful God. 



Nehemiah 9:33 
In all that has happened to us, you have 

remained righteous; you have acted 

faithfully, while we acted wickedly.  



Nehemiah 9:34-35 
Our kings, our leaders, our priests and 

our ancestors did not follow your law; 

they did not pay attention to your 

commands or the statutes you warned 

them to keep. Even while they were in 

their kingdom, enjoying your great 

goodness to them in the spacious and 

fertile land you gave them, they did not 

serve you or turn from their evil ways. 



Making Changes 

―In view of all this, we are making a 

binding agreement, putting it in writing, 

and our leaders, our Levites and our 

priests are affixing their seals to it.‖ 

Nehemiah 9:38 



Making Changes 
―The rest of the people…together with their 

wives and all their sons and daughters who 

are able to understand— all these now join 

their fellow Israelites the nobles, and bind 

themselves with a curse and an oath to 

follow the Law of God given through Moses 

the servant of God and to obey carefully all 

the commands, regulations and decrees of 

the LORD our Lord. 

Nehemiah 10:28 



Making Changes 
• God over family (10:30) 

• God over time (10:31) 

• God over money (10:32-33) 

• God over involvement (10:34) 

• God over money (10:35-39) 

 

 



Making Changes 
―We will not neglect the house of our 

God.‖ 

Nehemiah 10:39 



Holy and merciful Father-- 

we confess to you and one another 

 

that we have sinned 

in thought, word, and deed; 

 

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone. 

 

Have mercy on us, O Lord. 



We have not loved you with our whole 
heart, mind, soul and strength.  

 

We have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves.  

 

We have not forgiven others,  

as we have been forgiven. 

 

Have mercy on us, O Lord. 



We have not heard your call to 

serve others, as Christ served us. 

 

We have not been true to the 

mind of Christ.  

 

We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

 

Have mercy on us, O Lord. 



We confess to you, Lord, 

all our past unfaithfulness –  

 

The pride, hypocrisy,  

and impatience of our lives. 

 

Have mercy on us, O Lord. 



We confess to you, Lord,  

 

our self-indulgent appetites and ways; 

 

and our exploitation of other people. 

 

Have mercy on us, O Lord. 



We confess to you, Lord,  

 

our intemperate love of 

worldly goods and comforts; 

 

and our dishonesty in daily life and work. 

 

Have mercy on us, O Lord. 



We confess to you, Lord,  

 

our negligence in prayer and worship;  

 

and our failure to acknowledge  

Your being over ―our‖ time and money. 

 

Have mercy on us, O Lord. 



We confess to you, Lord,  

 

all our false judgments; 

 

for unloving thoughts 

toward our neighbors; 

 

and for our prejudice and contempt  

toward those who differ from us, 

 

Have mercy on us, O Lord. 



Thank You for Your grace and mercy. 

 

Thank You for Your forgiveness. 

 

Thank You for Your gift of Jesus. 

 

We pray in Jesus‘ name. 

 

AMEN. 



Confessing Sin ∙ Making Changes 

Nehemiah 9-10 

sermons 

 from 

Nehemiah 


