
 Sunday, September 9, 2012 
 
Read  Luke 22:24-30 
 
Reflect  How do you think Jesus felt about the dispute recorded  
in this passage? How does Jesus describe the leadership style 
of the Gentiles? How are leaders who follow Jesus different than 
those of the Gentiles? In one word, how would you describe the 
leadership style taught by Jesus? 
 
Pray  Praise God for teaching us God’s ways. Confess our own 
disputes over power and position. Ask God to help us find the 
greatness of leading by serving. Ask God to make clear to our 
entire church family those among us who can lead as Jesus led 
and as Jesus taught to lead. 
 

Monday, September 10, 2012 
 
Read  John 13:1-17 
 
Reflect  In what way does Jesus demonstrate his leadership 
style in this passage? How does Jesus’s style of leadership 
contrast to the world’s? What does God tell us in this passage 
about the kind of leaders needed at Lafayette? 
 
Pray  Praise God for not only teaching but also showing us the 
way to true leadership. Confess our selfishness and neglect in 
looking to our needs before those of others. Ask God to create a 
servant’s heart within us. Ask God to show us those with a 
servant’s heart God has been preparing to serve as elders. 
 

Tuesday, September 11, 2012 
 
Read  Philippians 1:1; 2:1-11 
 
Reflect  Why do you think Philippians is specifically addressed 
to the elders and deacons (the only such letter of Paul)? What 
special application could this passage have to our selection of 
additional elders? Why is selfish ambition something to be 
avoided, especially in church leadership? 
 
Pray  Praise God for caring about our needs and choosing to be 

humbled to save us. Confess we sometimes get so involved with 
our problems we don’t consider others’ needs. Ask God to help 
us have the mind of Christ. Ask God to make make it clear to our 
church family those who God has prepared to serve our church 
family with consideration for the needs of all. 
 

Wednesday, September 12, 2012  
 
Read  Acts 13:2,3; 14:23; Ezra 8:21-23; 2 Chronicles 20:3,4; 
Matthew 6:16-18 
 
Reflect  In what situations did God’s people fast and pray?  What 
do the people seem to be praying about in these accounts of 
fasting? What warnings does Jesus give us about fasting for the 
attention of people rather than for the attention of God? Why is it 
important that we fast as we select additional elders? 
 
Pray  Praise God for God’s willingness to hear us and give 
attention to our petitions. Confess we sometimes let our physical 
needs and concerns as well as other distractions keep us from 
seeking God as we should. Ask God for God’s protection and 
guidance for our church family as we focus on selecting 
additional elders. 
 

Thursday, September 13, 2012 
 
Read  1 Corinthians 1:10 - 4:6 
 
Reflect  Have you ever seen a church where, like at Corinth, 
people had more allegiance to human leaders than to Jesus?  
What kind of environment does a divided church provide for 
spiritual growth? How does reflecting on the crucifixion of Jesus 
and our baptism into Jesus help eliminate a party spirit in the 
church? Consider that jealousy and quarreling are called signs of 
immaturity and worldliness. How does considering leaders as 
fellow servants of Christ help bring unity in the church? 
 
Pray  Praise God for saving us not on the basis of our 
importance or wisdom, but on the basis of Jesus’s death on the 
cross. Confess our immature and worldly behavior when we are 
jealous and quarrel. Ask God to help us grow up in Christ, putting 
away jealousy, quarreling, and a party spirit. Ask God to help us 
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maintain a proper attitude toward our leaders. Ask God to help us 
focus on Jesus during this time of selecting additional elders for 
our church family. 
 

Friday, September 14, 2012 
 
Read  Luke 6:12; Acts 1:23-24; 1 Samuel 16 
 
Reflect  What do you think Jesus prayed about when he was 
selecting apostles? Do you think Jesus was concerned about any 
of those chosen to serve? Do you think Jesus asked God to help 
him work with them? Can you know what is in a person’s heart?  
Why does not knowing hearts make prayer so important when 
selecting leaders? Who looked more like a future king — Eliab or 
David?   
 
Pray  Praise God for providing leaders for God’s people. Confess 
we sometimes look at the outward appearance in making 
decisions rather than trusting in God, who does know the heart.  
Ask God to choose our leadership. Ask God to make it clear to 
our entire church family who we should recognize as additional 
elders. 
 

Saturday, September 15, 2012 
 
Read  Acts 6:1-6; Galatians 5:22-23 
 
Reflect  What does the Acts passage teach us about the 
response of leadership to congregational challenges? About 
ministry priorities?  What were the characteristics of those to be 
chosen to serve tables? How are the ability to delegate and to 
maintain ministry priorities signs of wisdom? What does the 
Galatians passage teach us the lifestyle and demeanor of a 
person is controlled by the Holy Spirit?  
 
Pray  Praise God for living within us and working through the Holy 
Spirit to bring about spiritual fruit in our life. Confess we 
sometimes get wrapped up in worldly wisdom and forget how 
important it is to have leaders full of the Holy Spirit. Ask God to 
help us discern and appreciate joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Ask for God’s 
continued guidance as we select  additional elders. 

 


