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1 John 1:5 

This is the message we have heard from 

him and declare to you: God is light; in 

him there is no darkness at all. 



“Christian preaching is not  

the proud ventilation of human 

opinions: it is the humble  

exposition of God's Word.  

Biblical expositors bring  

out of Scripture what is there;  

they refuse to thrust into the text  

what is not there. They pry open  



what appears closed,  

make plain what seems obscure, 

unravel what is knotted,  

and unfold what is tightly packed.  

In expository preaching  

the biblical text is neither a 

conventional introduction to a  

sermon on a largely different topic,  



nor a convenient peg on which  

to hang a ragbag of miscellaneous 

thoughts, but a master which  

dictates and controls what is said.” 

-- John R. W. Stott 

 



1 John 1:5 

This is the message we have heard from 

him and declare to you: God is light; in 

him there is no darkness at all. 



God is Light 

• God as fire (Exodus 3:2) 

• Pillar of fire (Exodus 13:21) 

• Golden Lamps (Numbers 8:1-4) 

• 2 Samuel 22:29; Ezra 9:8;  

Psalm 13:3; 18:28; 19:7-8 

Luke 2:42; Matthew 4:16 

 

 



Psalm 104:1-2 

Praise the LORD, my soul.  LORD my 

God, you are very great; you are clothed 

with splendor and majesty. 

The LORD wraps himself in light as with a 

garment; he stretches out the heavens 

like a tent 



Applied Theology: 

God is Light 

• “If we claim…” (1:6) 

• “If we claim…” (1:8) 

• “If we claim…(1:10) 



1 John 1:6 

If we claim to have fellowship with him 

and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and 

do not live out the truth. 
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If we claim to have fellowship with him 

and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and 

do not live out the truth. 



Annual 
 Liar’s Contest 

At a pub in Daltry, Scotland 



1 John 1:7 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin. 
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1 John 1:7 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin. 



1 John 1:8 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us. 



1 John 1:8 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us. 



Patrick Lawler 



1 John 1:9 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness. 



1 John 1:9 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
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us from all unrighteousness. 



1 John 1:10 

If we claim we have not sinned, we make 

him out to be a liar and his word is not in 

us. 



1 John 1:10 

If we claim we have not sinned, we make 

him out to be a liar and his word is not in 

us. 



Applied Theology: 

God is Light 

• He is in the light (1:7) 

• He is faithful and just (1:9) 

• “He is a liar” (1:10) 



Fellowship Barriers 

• Walking in darkness (1:6) 

Do not live by the truth 

• Claiming to be without sin (1:8) 

The truth is not in us 

• Claiming we have not sinned (1:10) 

Word has no place in our lives 



Fellowship Builders 

• Walking in the light (1:7) 

Fellowship with one another 

• Confessing our sins (1:9) 

Forgiven and purified 

• Not sinning/sinning(2:1) 

Jesus speaks in our defense 



Fellowship 

Sometimes we forget  

that fellowship is damaged  

by our walk. 



Fellowship 

Sometimes we forget  

that fellowship is based 

not only on our walk 

but also on God’s faithfulness. 
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